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lurther Correspondence respecting Affairs in the Oil River 
Districts on the West Coast of Africa, and the Question of 
British Protectorate. 


PART 1LI: 
No. 1. 
Lord Aberdare to Earl Granville.—(Received June 3.) 
Dear Lord Granville, 1, Queen’s Gate, June 3, 1883. 


_I KNOW your preference for first-hand information. As regards trade and 
polities on the Niger, probably the two most competent authorities are now in 
England, although neither of them for long, viz., Mr. Hewett, Consul for that vast 
district, and much besides, and Mr. MacIntosh, Chief Agent of the National African 
Company, who has spent thirteen years on the Niger and its tributaries. Those on 
whose behalf I addressed you a long letter some months ago would be very thankful 
if you would see and question these gentlemen. 

Far the greatest potentate on the eastern side of the Niger is the Sovereign of 
Sokoto, to whom Rulers over countries as large as France are peaceful tributaries, 
It is believed that great advantage to British interests would arise from a visit to this 
Sovereign from Mr. Hewett, as the Representative of the British Government, 
provided with the usual presents, 

He is believed to be friendly towards the English; and it is thought that this 
attention would be productive of great advantage to our mercantile interests. 

Recent events on the coast of West Africa, the operations on the Upper Niger of 
the French in military force, the renewal of their claims at Porto Nuovo, their 
appearance and conduct on the Bonny River—these, and other incidents of the enter- 
prising policy of the French, would make any active effort by our Government towards 
the protection and extension of British commerce very acceptable to the merchants of 
Liverpool, Manchester, and Glasgow, who are very, perhaps unduly, anxious about the 
consequences of French enterprise. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ABERDARE. 





No, 2. 
Mr. Holt to Mr. Lister.—(Received June 6.) 


Old Castle Buildings, 26, Preeson’s Row, Liverpool, 
Dear Sir, June 5, 1883. 

IN order to keep you posted as to the movements of the French in the Bights, I 
beg to inform you that my agent writes me from Fernando Po, under date of the 
15th April: “The French ram ‘ Voltigeur’ was here last week—ostensibly to get 
water, and that was about all she did; she was from Bonny, and sailed for 
Cameroons.” 
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copies are inclosed in this despatch. He seemed to be under the impression that the 
French house of Verdier, and an English house, F. A. Swanzy, who had already establish- 
ments at Assinee, had endeavoured to prevent the establishment there of a rival firm. 
T told Mr. Clinton that if he would send me in writing a clear and succinct statement of 
what he claimed, I would consider the matter, and if it seemed proper, would submit 
the case to your Lordship. 

In consequence, Mr. Clinton wrote to me the day before yesterday the letter a 
copy of which forms Inclosure 7 in the present despatch. 

The complaints of Messrs. Clinton are stated in full in their letter to the Minister 
of Marine of the 26th March, which forms Inclosure 4 herein. 

The decision of the Commander of the “Segond” appears in his letter to 
Mr. Clinton of the 26th January, which forms Inclosure 3. 

have, &e. 


I , 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 5. 


Mr. Clinton to Viscount Lyons. 


Sir, Grand Hotel, Paris, June 5, 18838. 

THE Undersigned is a representative of the firm of J. and C. Clinton, British 
subjects, born on the Island of St. Vincent, West Indies, and transacting mercantile 
business at Assinee, French possession on the West Coast of Africa. The French have 
no regular Government at Assinee, there being only one French resident, the mercan- 
tile house of A. Verdier and Co., of La Rochelle, who upholds the flag in the name of 
the French Government. 

He went to Assinee in the month of March last year to establish mercantile 
business; the French house of A. Verdier and Co. objected, and we wrote to our 
correspondents in London informing them of the fact; they sent us a paper from 
the French Government, stating that Assinee was open to free commerce, and that we 
should haye the protection of the French Admiral on the coast; the French house of 
A. Verdier and Co., notwithstanding, insists that we shall leave the place, and they 
have set up a system of annoyance to us, and interference with our trade. They have 
intercepted our English correspondence from the mail-steamers, beaten and wounded 
our boatmen, and threaten to destroy our premises. We laid the matter before the 
Commander of the French frigate “Segond,” who was at Assinee in January last, and 
he gave us a reply which we herewith inclose, to the effect that he should not give us 
any protection, as the French house of A. Verdier and Co. had represented to him that 
we were not regularly established in Asinee, notwithstanding that we presented to him 
the paper that we received from France, saying that it did not require any special 
authorization for us to establish in Assinee. 

Upon the authority of the information from the French Government, as before 
stated, we have established ourselves at Assinee as merchants, and have a considerable 
amount of capital invested, which is in danger of being destroyed by the agents of the 
said house of A, Verdier and Co., insomuch that the Undersigned has been compelled 
to come to Paris in order to represent the matter to the French Government, and have 
laid it before them in a Petition to the Minister of Marine and Colonies, asking to be 
redressed for the wrongs and injuries of which we complain. 


[Copy of Petition No. 2.] 


The Undersigned had an interview with the Director of the Colonies (which 
is not satisfactory), and he promises to = Ay the Petition in writing, which may be 
deferred to an indefinite period of time. The Undersigned cannot afford to remain in 
this country long, and therefore is very desirous to have the matter attended to as soon 
as possible. The Undersigned humbly begs to submit this matter to your Excellency’s 
consideration, and, claiming ‘bes protection as a British subject, that the wrongs and 
injuries complained of may be redressed, and a stop put to the continuation of the 
same. The Undersigned has papers in his possession to prove the charges made 
against the house of A. Verdier and Co., and to show that friendly relations exist 
between the King of Assinee and his subjects and ourselves as merchants of Assinee, 
and that they do not co-operate with the house of A. Verdier and Co. to trouble 
us, which evidences shall be brought before your Excellency if necessary. 

(Signed) J. C. CLINTON. 








5 
Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 


M. Berellet to M. Demelle. 3 | 
Monsieur, Paris, le 17 Juin, 1882. 

VOUS vous étes récemment adressé & mon Département pour obtenir l’autorisa- 
tion de faire le commerce & Assinie, possession Francaise de la Céte Occidentale 
d’Afrique, d’y construire une maison et des magasins, d’y louer et acheter des terrains, 
en un mot, d’y fonder un comptoir. 

Le commerce étant libre 4 Assinie aucune autorisation ne yous est nécessaire 
pour entreprendre & vos risques. et périls sur ce point les opérations que vous avez 
projetées ; vous y serez soumis aux mémes conditions que les autres négociants qui y 
sont installés, et serez placé comme eux sous la protection d’un Résident nommé par le 
Semmens quia la garde du pavillon Francais sur cette partie de la cdte 

Afrique. | 
J’écris & tout événement 4 M. le Contre-Amiral, Commandant-en-chef de la 
Division Navale de Atlantique Sud, pour lui signaler votre projet. 
Recevez, &e. 
(Pour le Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies), 
Le Député, &e. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 5. 
Captain Villeneuve to Mr. Clinton. : 


Monsieur, Assinie, le 26 Janvier, 1888. 

VOUS m’avez ce matin adressé verbalement des réclamations contre les résidents 
Francais de Grand Bassam et d’Assinie. Ces résidents se seraient, selon vous, livrés i 
des manceuvres répréhensibles et méme & des faits de violence, soit contre les noirs de 
votre service, soit contre vous-méme. | 

Dautre part, il résulte des informations prises par moi auprés des agents Francais 
(de la maison Verdier, faisant fonctions de Résidents), et Anglais (de Ja maison Swansea 
et Cie.)— e 

% Que vous n’étes point réguliérement établi & Assinie, n’ayant sur ce territoire 
aucune concession de terrain, & vous faite par le Roi Amatifou avee approbation des 
autorités Francaises. 

2. Que vous occupez de fait un terrain pris de force par vous aux naturels du 
pays, et dont ceux-ci se plaignent & juste titre. 

3. Enfin, que cette situation irréguliére souléve fréquemment, entre vous et les 
gens d’Assinie, des difficultés qui portent le trouble dans V’état pacifique de cette 
possession Francaise. 

Je vous ai prié cette aprés-midi de venir me fournir des explications sur ces diffé- 
rents points. D’aprés votre propre déclaration le Roi Amatifou vous aurait donné un 
terrain (celui que vous occupez). Mais vous ne pouvez en fournir aucune pretyve, 
aucun titre, ni par suite justifier de l’approbation nécessaire du Gouvernement 
Prangais 4 la dite concession. 

Dans de telles circonstances je ne puis prendre aucune mesure effective pour faire 
droit & vos réclamations si elles le méritent. La premiére des conditions & remplir pour | 
bénéficier de la protection du Gouvernement Francais est de se soumettre aux Lois et 
Décrets qui régissent ses possessions—formalité que vous avez omise. 

Comme il s’agit néanmoins de faits graves parmi ceux que vous alléguez, je ne 
crois pas devoir laisser l’affaire passer sous silence. 

~ Je vais done en rendre compte sans délai au Commandant-en-chef de la Division 
Navale de la Céte Occidentale d'Afrique. 

C’est & lui qu'il appartiendra de juger la question, et j’ai lieu de croire que sa 
décision ne se fera pas attendre. 

Je ne dois pas vous laisser ignorer, d’ailleurs, que cette décision ne pourra en 
aucune facon vous étre favorable si vous ne vous étes, au préalable, mis en régle yis-)- 
vis des lois du pays. 

Je vous invite donc, dés 4 présent, & faire au Roi Amatifou une demande régulidre 
‘de concession de terrain avec titres & l’appui ct & faire approuver cette concession par 
le Gouvernement Francais, en vous adressant par la voie hiévarchique au Ministre de 

Marine et des Colonies. o 
[1091] C 
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Si vous négligiez de remplir ces formalités, vous pourriez tomber sous le coup de la 
Loi de 1849, Loi promulguée & la Céte d’Or par notre Gouvernement et autorisant, 
dans certains cas, l’expulsion des sujets étrangers qui méconnaitraient l’autorité 





Francaise. 
Recevez, &e. 
Le Capitaine de Frégate, Commandant 1’éclaireur le “ Segond,” 
(Signé) E. VILLENEUVE. 
Inclosure 4 in No. 5. 
Messrs. J. and C. Clinton to the Minister of Marine and Colonies. 
Sir Assinee, March 26, 1883. 


WE, the Undersigned, constituting the firm of J. and C. Clinton, transacting 
mercantile business at Assinee, French possession, do respectfully beg to bring before 
your Honour the Minister of Marine and Colonies certain wrongs, in fines and 

» done us through and by the instigation and assumption of the firm of 
ae A. Verdier and Co., through their agent and sub-agents at Assinee and Grand 
sam. | 

That we, the Undersigned and said firm of J. and ©. Clinton, desiring to establish 
mercantile business at Assinee, arrived there, and upon an interview with the King 
Amotoofoo on this matter, he informed us that he received a message from the firm of 
MM. A. Verdier and Co., sent by their sub-agent at Assinee, informing him that the 
firm, acting as Representative of the French Government at Assinee and Grand 
Bassam, objects to our establishing here, and that he (the King) was not to allow his 
subjects to trade with us; that the right of trade at Assinee was exclusively 
Messrs. A. Verdier and Co.’s (French) and F. and A. Swanzy’s (English) ; also that he 
must at once dispatch a messenger and direct us to leave Assinee as soon as possible ; 
that should he (the King) fail to do this, the said firm would inform the French 
Government against him, and cause that his annual stipend be discontinued. 

The King informed us that in reference to this message from the said firm he 
replied in words to this effect: that MM. A. Verdier and Co., Representative of the 
French Government here, could drive away Messrs. J. and C. Clinton upon their own 
responsibility ; but he did not think that he would be justified in interfering with and 
driving away foreign capital from his country. 

By the request of the King, by his messenger or representative, an interview took 
place between ourselves, viz., J. and C. Clinton, M. Ragout, sub-agent for the firm of 
MM. A. Verdier and Co., Assinee, and the said Representative from the King. 

Mr. J. C. Clinton inquired of M. Ragout if he was to consider the firm of 
MM. A. Verdier and Co. as Representative of the French Government in Assinee, to 
which the sub-agent replied in the affirmative, and stated that, in virtue of his 
authority as such, he must inform us, the said J. and C. Clinton, that we could 
transact business at Assinee ri! as transitory traders, but that he could in nowise 
permit us to build houses or establish here permanently. 

After this interview the King advised that we should remain at Assinee until we 
could communicate with France, which we did through our friends Messrs. J. C. 
Donaille, Sons, and Co., London, and we received permission from your Honour the 
Minister of Marine and Colonies, by which permission we are not referred to the house 
of MM. A. Verdier and Co, at Assinee, Grand Bassam, as Representative or as bein 
any authority of the French Government, but as resident, and that we should, as they, 
occupy one common privilege—a free commerce under French flag, subject to French 
government and protection. 

We beg to state briefly the wrongs, injuries, and damages we have sustained by 
st said house of MM. A. Verdier and Co. throu gh their agents at Assinee and Grand 

assam :— 

1. That, notwithstanding your permission which we received as before mentioned, 
M. Bretignere, sub-agent of the said house of MM. A. Verdier and Co. at Assinee, at a 
meeting of the Chiefs which he convened, directed that the house we now occupy with 
considerable amount of merchandize should be demolished. The effect of this caused 
much disturbance and greatly interrupted our business, which resulted in great losses 
to us. The sub-agent also informed the King that it is unlawful for him either to lease, 
grant, or sell us land for commercial purposes or otherwise. 

2. The King, although not understanding that MM. A. Verdier and Co. or 
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their agents have authority to make such representations and intimidations, now 
hesitates to sell us land until he has some assurance that he can do so with the 
approval of your Government, the said house of A. Verdier and Oo. having 
prevented us from occupying and building on a piece of land which the King had 
previously granted us for commercial purposes. 

3. The said house, through their agent, M. Bedeau, at Grand Bassam, by two 
boats manned by his men, attacked our boat and men sent there, took our rudder, beat 
a ill-treated our boatmen severely, and wounded the boat coxswain in the head across 

eyes. 

4. The said house received the letter-bag for Assinee from the steam-ship 
“‘ Kinsambo ”’ with letters to our addresses of greatest importance and interest, which 
letters we have evidence to believe are in their possession until now. 

5. The said firm of MM. A. Verdier et Co. having houses at Assinee and Grand 
Bassam, and assuming the authority of Representative of the French Government 
at these places in the above manner, and by incensing the natives against us, has 
caused us to sustain great loss. We referred the matter to the Commander of the 
French frigate “‘ Segond,” who called here in January this year, and the Commander 
advised that we should bring the same before your Honour. We therefore respect- 
fully solicit that you will look into these matters, and that we may receive redress for 
the wrongs, injuries, and damages we sustained by the said firm through their agents 
and sub-agents, that diss will be pleased to free us from their authority as Represen- 
tatives of the French Government in Assinee and Grand Bassam. Claiming your 
protection, and more directly soliciting the confirmation of your permission to trade, 
build houses, and establish business in Assinee and Grand Bassam, French possession, 
under the same privileges and circumstances of the other mercantile houses resident 
there ; also an assurance to the King of the same, we have, &c. 

(Signed) J. and C. CLINTON, 





Inclosure 5 in No. 5. 
Mr. Clinton to Viscount Lyons. 


My Lord, Grand Hotel, Paris {no date}. 

SINCE my communication of the 5th instant, I am in receipt of a paper from the 
Director for the Colonies, which I humbly beg herewith to inclose for your Lordship’s 
consideration, and also pray that your Lordship will do me the honour to grant 
me audience as soon as convenient. 


IT have, &c. 
(Signed) J. C. CLINTON. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 5, 


M. Berellet to Mr. Clinton. 
Monsieur, | . Paris, le 5 Mai, 1888. 

J’ AI recu votre lettre du 26 Mars, 1883, relative aux agissements & votre égard 
de notre Résident & Assinie. Je crois deyoir vous informer qu’une enquéte da ce sujet 
a été faite par M. le Commandant du croiseur le “ Segond,” et qu’elle a démontré que 
vos réclamations n’étaient pas fondées. 

Recevez, &e. 


(Pour le Ministre de la Marine et des Colonies), 
(Signature illegible.) 


Inclosure 7 in No. 5. 
Mr. Clinton to Viscount Lyons. 


My Lord, Grand Hotel, Paris, June 12, 1883. 
WITH reference to my communication with your Lordship relative to the damages 
and injuries which we have sustained at Assinee, French possession on the West Coast 
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Lord Derby would suggest to Earl Granville that it might be well to remind the 
Admiralty of these facts, which are all on record in your Office, and are mostly con- 
tained in the Foreign Office Confidential Paper 4418 of April 1881, “ Correspondence 
respecting the British Protectorate over Katanu.” 

&e. 


Tam, 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 








No. 8. 
King Ja Ja to. Earl Granville —(Received June 28.) 


My Lord, Opobo, West Coast of Africa, May 14, 1883. 

I SEND you by this steamer, and beg your acceptance of, an oil painting of my 
house at this place. It was painted in England from a photograph taken by a 
coloured man from Lagos, and will serve to show you that the West Coast of Africa 
is not quite so uncivilized as is generally inferred at home. Trusting that you will 
find room to hang it up, and with my best wishes, I remain, &c. 

(Signed) JA JA, King of Opobo. 


P.S.—Thé French have been wanting me to open trade with them, but I will not 
do so, as I wish to keep it all for the English. a 
. JA JA. 





No. 9. 


Earl Granville to Viscount Lyons. 
(No. 51. Africa.) 
My Lord, Foreign Office, July 5, 1883. 

I HAVE considered the complaint of Mr. J. ©. Clinton, as set forth in your 
Excellency’s despatch No. 46, Africa, of the 14th ultimo. He has restated his ‘ease 
personally at this Office, but has added nothing material to the statements made to you, 

The facts, from his point of view, appear to be that his firm intended to establish 
themselves as traders in Assinee, that they applied to the King for a Concession of the 
land required for their factory, and that they further applied to the French Government 
for authority to establish themselves, to build a house, and to try and rent land. So 
far the facts seem to be undisputed, and it is also clear that the firm have been 
officially informed that, commerce being free, no special authority from the French 
Government is required to enable them to establish themselves on the same footing as 
Other merchants. 

It appears, further, to be undisputed that the firm have not succeeded in 
obtaining a Concession, and that the Commander of the “ Segond” has decided, his 
decision being adopted by the French Government, that they are consequently not 
tegularly established, and not entitled to protection. 

It is at this point that the conflict of statements begins. 

Mr. Clinton asserts that the King is willing to grant the Concession, but that he 

been warned by the representative of the French house of Verdier and Oo., which 
house appears to hold some official position, that if he does so he will be punished. 
If this is the case, the result is that Mr. Clinton is required by the French naval 
Officer to fulfil a condition which he is prevented from i by the French repre- 
Sentative, who is alsoa rival trader. This point is not dealt with by the Commander 
of the “Segond.” It certainly requires explanation, and should be kept distinct from 
the other points raised. : 

. Those other points seem to resolve themselves into assertions and counter-asser- 
tions as to the proceedings of the French and English firms, the English firm asserting 
that they have been injured in their property and business by the French firm, while 
the latter apparently accused their English rivals of introducing trouble into a pre- 
Viously peaceful settlement. | 

I should wish your Excellency to make a communication to the French Govern- 
ment, pointing out that, if Mr. Clinton’s firm are satisfied that MM. Verdier and Co. 

Ve instructions not to interfere with the freedom of trade which the French Govern. 
ment proclaim, and not to oppose Concessions of land to them, they are a parently 
ages f ory to take the steps required to regularize their position, and that when 
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they are once established they will of course be subject to the laws of the country, 
which they will have to obey. | 

Your Excellency might add that it would be unfortunate if, in either the French 
or English possessions on the West Coast of Africa, ground were to be given for the 
impression that foreign traders are put in a disadvantageous position by the influence 
which native traders may derive from official positions given to them by their own 
Governments. Her Majesty’s Government would be as anxious as the French 
Government would doubtless be to avoid giving so manifest an opportunity for the 
trade rivalries which are so easily fomen 

As Mr. Clinton appears to be suffering pecuniarily from his prolonged stay in 
Europe, it would be beneficial to him if an early notification could be given to him 
of the view of the case which may be taken by the French Government. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 





No. 10. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister.—(Received July 5.) 


Sir, Admiralty, July 4, 1883. 
REFERRING to my letter of the 31st May last, in the inclosures to which it will be 
seen that Her Majesty’s ship “Stork” had been dispatched to inquire into the doings 
of the French at Porto Novo, my Lords desire me to forward herewith, for the perusal 
of Earl Granville, a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Blennerhassett (dated the 20th 
April), in command of Her Majesty’s ship ‘‘ Stork,” addressed to the Governor of the 
Gold Coast Colony, reporting the result of his visit to the neighbourhood of Porto 
Novo, together with the remarks of Rear-Admiral Salmon, Commander-in-chief on 
the Cape of Good Hope and West Coast of Africa Station. 
2. Itis to be observed that the Porto Novo referred to is of little importance 
compared to the place of that name inland. ; ‘* 
am, &ec. 


(Signed) G. TRYON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 10. 


Lieutenant-Commander Blennerhassett to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 


Sir, “ Stork,” at Lagos, April 20, 1888. 

IN compliance with instructions from the Senior Naval Officer at Cape Coast 
Castle, I visited Little Popo and Cutanee, and beg to bring the following particulars 
under your Excellency’s notice :— 

1. On landing at Little Popo on the 18th I visited Messrs. Cole, Munday, and 
Rhodes, the representatives of three British factories, and the Rey. Mr. Franklin, of 
the Methodist Mission, and from conversation with them obtained the following 
information : 

Since the death of Edward Lawson, the immediate successor of King Lawson, 
there appears to have been no recognized Chief of Little Popo, and a man of some 
influence, but not a native of the district, Pedro Cadjao, aspires to the chiefdom. 

The Lawson family, although numerous, and supported by the members of the 
British factories, apparently have not sufficient influence to maintain their just 
position, whilst the German and French firms appear to be in favour of Pedro Cadjao. 

2. Trade is not very brisk at Little Popo on account of the lagoon—the only 
means of communication with the interior—being occasionally blockaded by the natives 
inland, who levy duty on goods passing, 

Two British traders have given up business here within the last few months. 

3. Accompanied by Mr. Gordon, the Assistant Paymaster of the ship, and the 
representatives of the British factories, I visited the Lawson family at the King’s 
house, and expressed to them the friendliness of the British Government: this was 
acknowledged by the family, who said they would duly inform your Excellency. 

4. I may remark that the Methodist missionary and the representatives of the 
British factories are gentlemen of colour, whilst those of the other factories are Euro- 
peans or half-caste. 
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5. On the 19th arrived at Cutanee ; was unable to communicate with the shore, 
but from a merchant-vessel got information that a French gun-boat (name not known) 
left Cutanee on the 10th for Lagos, having remained there three days. 

6. From my own observation there are no French men-of-war between Little Popo 
and Lagos. 

T have, &e. . 
(Signed) A. BLENNERHASSETT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 10. 


Memorandum. 
“ Boadicea,” at Simon’s Bay. — 
_ SUBMITTED for information with reference to the Report sent to their Lord- 
ships in letter of the 17th April last from the Senior Officer at Cape Coast Castle, 
observing that I have ascertained from Commander MacLeod that the Porto Novo 
referred to by Sir Samuel Rowe as having been ceded to the French is the place of 
that name near the coast. 

I do not attach any importance to the cession made in 1878, of which the French 
have not apparently until now taken advantage, and of which cession Sir Samuel Rowe 
was cognisant when I saw him in February last. 

(Signed) NOWELL SALMON, Rear-Admiral. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty. 





No. 11. 
Kings Bell and Akwa to Consul Hewett.—(Received at the Foreign Office, July 13.) 


Sir, Hulk “Thormahlen,” Cameroons River, April 23, 1883. 

DURING the past week a French ship of war anchored at the mouth of this 
river, and sent a boat or steam-launch up the Kwa Kwa River, which proceeded from 
there to the Malimba River. 

The officer in command had an interview with “ King Pass All,” of Malimba, 
who told him that the whole of the Kwa Kwa country belonged to him and owed him 
allegiance; and offered, or rather agreed, to cede it, with his own country, to France. 

We do not think the cession has been effected yet, or that any formal application, 
in writing, was made to the French officer: this we intend to try and find out shortly 
when we go there. 

But this we know, that in this matter “ King Pass All’ acted almost entirely on 
his own responsibility. He neither had the sanction of his Headmen and Chiefs nor 
took the trouble to consult their wishes, and naturally, too—for he was aware that they 
would never have sanctioned so hasty a step. 

“ King Pass All” is guilty of a gross misrepresentation of facts when he makes 
the Kwa Kwa country belong to him and owe him allegiance. The Kwa Kwa country 
belongs to us; and even Malimba’s independence is just tolerated by us because it is 
on the seaboard. 

And then, again, there is a vast amount of Cameroons money in the Kwa Kwa 
country, which will certainly and entirely be lost by us in the event of the proposed 
French annexation taking place. We have hitherto been content to forbear pressing 
our claims on our Kwa Kwa debtors, simply because the trade of the country was in 
our hands. But we cannot afford to let any but the British Government annex the 
Country, whilst we have voluntarily invited that Government to take us and our 
Own country under its protection, and are almost daily expecting to see our wish 
fulfilled. If we and our country are to be annexed by England, why should not Kwa 
Kwa, and even Malimba, and-the other countries owing us both allegiance and money; 
come along with us too? or, at least, continue to maintain the same relation that has 
always existed between us and them ? 

‘We respectfully and earnestly crave your advice and assistance in this matter, 
and beg you will lose no time in granting them to us. 

As an evidence that “ King Pass All” has actually offered to give up the country 
to the French, the Commander of the French man-of-war was up here last week after 
his return from Malimba to see Mr. Schmidt’s house at Akwa ‘Tonn, and to inquire 
about its cost, a house of that size and pattern being included in the list of things that 
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‘King Pass All” is to receive as compensation or reward for ceding the country to 
France. So that, he is to have a house costing about 2,500/., a chest of Snider rifles, 
and one flag. 

We shall be very much obliged if you will speedily communicate, on our behalf, 
with the proper French authorities, and inform them that we have already offered up 
our country, and the other countries under us, to the British Government, and there- 
fore most strongly and emphatically protest against their annexation of Malimba and 
Kwa Kwa. : 

Hoping soon to see you, or at least to hear from you, we beg, &e. 

(Signed) KING BELL, his x mark. 
KING AKWA, his X mark. 





No. 12. 
{ Viscount Lyons to Earl Granville——(Received July 15.) 


(No. 63. Africa.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 14, 1883. 

Tt HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of the note 
which, in compliance with the instructions in your despatch No. 51, Africa, of the 
5th instant, I have addressed to M. Challemel-Lacour, recommending to his favourable 
consideration the case of Mr. J. C. Clinton, who desires to establish himself in business 
in Assinee. 

I have, &ce. 
(Signed) LYONS. 





Inclosure in No. 12. 


Viscount Lyons to M. Challemel-Lacour. 


M. le Ministre, Paris, July 13, 1883. 

IN compliance with instructions from Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, I have the honour to invoke your Excellency’s good offices with 
reference to a letter which was addressed by the British subject, Mr. J. C. Clinton, to 
his Excellency the Minister of Marine and the Colonies on the 26th March last, copy 
of which is herewith inclosed. 

The facts, from Mr. Clinton’s point of view, appear to be that his firm intended 
to establish themselves as traders in Assinee; that they applied to the King fora 
Concession of the land required for their factory, and that they further applied to the 
French Government for authority to establish themselves, to build a house, and to buy 
and rent land. So far the facts seem to be undisputed, and it is also clear that 
the firm had been officially informed by a letter from the Ministry of the Colonies, 
dated the 17th June, 1882, copy of which I have the honour to inclose, that commerce 
being free, no special authority from the French Government was requisite to enable 
them to establish themselves on the same footing as other merchants. 

It would appear further to be undisputed that the firm have not succeeded in 
obtaining a Concession, and that the Commander of the “Segond,” to whom the 
matter was submitted, has decided (his decision being adopted by the Department of 
the Colonies) that they are consequently not regularly esta lished, and not entitled to 
protection. 

At this point, however, a conflict of statements begins. 

Mr. Clinton asserts that the King is willing to grant the Concession, but that he 
has been warned by the representatives of the French house of Verdier and Co., which 
house appears to hold some official French position on that coast, that if he does so he 
will be punished. 

If this is the case the result would seem to be that Mr. Clinton is required by the 
French Naval Officer to fulfil a condition which he is prevented from fulfilling by the 
French Representative, the latter being also a rival trader. 

The Commander of the “ Segond,” in his Report, of which I also inclose a copy, 
does not appear to have dealt with this point, which seems certainly to require 
explanation, and which should be kept distinct from the other points named. 

Thore other points seem to resolve themselves into assertions and counter- 
asseitions as to the proceedings of the French and English firms, the English firm 
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asserting that they have been injured in their property and business by the French 
firm, while the latter apparently accuse their English rivals of introducing trouble into 
& previously peaceful settlement. 3 
., .__A point to which I am instructed to call your Excellency’s special attention is, that 
if Mr. Clinton’s firm are satisfied that MM. Verdier and Co. have instructions neither 
to interfere with the freedom of trade which the French Government proclaim, nor to 
Oppose Concessions of land to them, they are apparently ready to take the steps 
tequired for regularizing their position, and that, when once they are established, they 
will of course be subject to the laws of the country, which they will have to obey. 
Your Excellency will, I think, agree with me that it would be unfortunate if, 
either in the French or in the English possessions on the West Coast of Africa, 
Sround were given for the impression that ditcign traders are put in a disadvantageous 
Og by the influence which native traders may derive from official positions given 
them by their own Governments. Her Majesty’s Government would be as anxious 
as the French Government doubtless would be to avoid giving so manifest an oppor- 
tunity for the trade rivalries which are so easily fomented. 
Mr. Clinton has already been put to serious pecuniary inconvenience by the 
prolongation of his stay in Europe. I should therefore be greatly obliged if your 
xcellency would favour me with an early notification of the view which the French 
ernment take of his case. 





| I have, &e. 
(Signed) LYONS. 
No. 13. 
_ Mr. Lister to Sir R. Herbert. 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1888. 


WITH reference to previous correspondence, I am directed by Earl Granville to 
transmit to you, for the information of the Earl of Derby, copy of a letter from the 
dmiralty, inclosing copy of a Report by the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Stork” on the cued gs of the French at Porto Novo,* and of a Minute on the 
Subject by Rear-Admiral Salmon, who appears to have received incorrect information 
4s to the position of that place. | 


i am, &ec. | 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 14. 
Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir R. Herbert. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1883. 
I AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Earl of 
Derby, copy of a letter addressed to Consul Hewett by Kings Bell and Akwa, of 
€ Cameroons,+ in which they give the important information that on the occasion of 
the recent visit of a French man-of-war, probably the “ Voltigeur,”’ to that district, one 
of the local Kings agreed to cede territory to France, and in which they protest 
4gainst this cession, and renew their offer to treat with this country respecting their 
°wn territory. 


Tam, &e. r 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 15. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. Lister —(Received July 17.) 
Sir, Admiralty, July 14, 1883. 
MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty desire me to forward herewith, for the 
Perusal of Earl Granville, a copy of a letter from Rear-Admiral Salmon dated the 
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18th June, inclosing Reports of the state of affairs on the West Coast of Africa as 
regards the alleged cession of Porto Novo to the French. 

2, A map showing the places alluded to in the Reports is also sent herewith. 

A copy has been sent to the Colonial Office. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) G. TRYON. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 15. 
Rear-Admiral Salmon to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 


Sir, “ Boadicea,”’ at Simon’s Bay, June 18, 1883. 

REFERRING to my letters of the 29th May, paragraph 5, and of the 9th instant, 
respecting the reported cession of Porto Novo to the French, I have the honour to 
forward, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, further 
Reports on the subject which I received from the West Coast of Africa by the last 
mail 


2. I now learn for the first time that the French, by Decree dated the 14th April, 
1883, have re-established a Protectorate (first established in 1863), over the Porto 
Novo territory, and that French officers in uniform have passed from Porto Novo (the 
place of that name about 7 miles inland, on the northern shore of the Lagoon) through 
the Agege Creek to Denham Water, both which latter places as belonging to the 
Katanu territory were taken under the protection of England in 1879, on account of 
the aggressive conduct of the King of Porto Novo. It further appears that at several 
of the Katanu towns endeavours have been made from Porto Novo to force French 
flags on them. | 

3. Sir Samuel Rowe has recently been at Lagos and Badagry. The copy of his 
letter dated the 28th April, 1883, shows how matters stood at that time. 

4, The inclosed rough map shows the Katanu territory and the places therein to 
which French flags have been sent, and Lieutenant Festing’s Report states that the 
King of Katanu intended to return the flags to the King of Porto Novo. 

5. 'The French appear to have a perfect right to re-establish a Protectorate over 
Porto Novo, and if they respect the boundaries of the Protectorate established by us 
sixteen years later over Katanu, I do not see that we have any cause for complaint, 
although their presence at Porto Novo will doubtless give them a decided advantage 
at an important oil market. 

I have, &¢e 


(Signed) NOWELL SALMON. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 15. 


Governor Sir S. Rowe to Captain Fullerton. 


Sir, Government House, Lugos, April 28, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 16th and 
19th April. 

2. Her Majesty’s gun-boat “Stork ” anchored in the roadstead here on the 21st 
instant, and Lieutenant Blennerhassett came in to see me. He was good enough to 
stay here until the arrival of Her Majesty’s ship “ Pioneer,’ on the evening of the 
same date. On the arrival of the latter ship, Lieutenant-Commander Festing came in 
the river, and, as I was about to proceed up the river to Badagry, I requested him to 
accompany me. 

3. I have not had the opportunity of communicating personally with any officers 
of the French men-of-war on this station. 

4. Commander Festing informs me that, at the time he passed Kootenoo (Cutanu), 
a French war-vessel was lying there. 

5. I gathered that the French Protectorate of Porto Novo has been re-established, 
in accordance with a Decree of the President of the Republic of France, dated the 
14th April, 1883, and that the French flag was hoisted at Porto Novo under the orders 
of the Chief of the Staff of Captain Bories, Commander-in-chief of the French naval 
squadron on this coast. | 
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6. Captain Bories has officially informed me of the establishment of the Pro- 
tectorate. 

7. I have written’ to him, pointing out that certain changes have taken place 
since the establishment of the Protectorate by the French in 1863, and I have 
informed him that the limits of the Protectorate cannot be the same as they were 
at that time. 

8. As I do not propose to take any further action until I receive some reply to 
these letters, and as I propose to leave Lagos for the Gold Coast in a day or two, I 
have requested Lieutenant-Commander Festing to return to Cape Coast. 

9. I have asked him to pass near the land in the neighbourhood of Kootenoo, 
with a view to deciding, if possible, the names of some places which are given on the 
Admiralty Charts as “ Porto Novo Slave Station,” “ Cutanu,”’ * Appi,” and - J ackin, 
as the names of these places, as shown on the Chart, do not correspond with informa- 
tion derived from local sources. I have also asked him, if he should meet a French 
war-vessel at Kootenoo, to be good enough to call on the officer in command of her. 

10. I am much indebted to you for your co-operation with me in sending Her 
Majesty’s ship “ Stork’? and Her Majesty’s ship “Pioneer” to this place, and to 
Lieutenant Blennerhassett for landing at Porto Novo and collecting information there. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 





** Algerine,” at Elmina, May 2, 1883. 
Forwarded for the information of the Commander-in-chief. 
(Signed) A. G. FULLERTON, 
Senior Officer, West Coast Division. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 15. 


Laeutenant-Commander Festing to Captain Fullerton. 


** Pioneer,” at Sea, Lat. 5° 32’ N., Long. 0° 27’ E., 
(Extract.) May 1, 1883, ° 

IN continuation of my former letter, dated the 26th April, I have the honour to 
inform you that, at his Excellency’s the Governor-in-chief’s request, I remained on 
Shore at Lagos to attend the palavers between his Excellency and the Chiefs of 
Katanu, respecting the receipt of French flags by some of the Katanu towns, namely, 
Gari, Ahwansori, Afohtonu, and one of the villages of Agege. The Chiefs informed 
us that it was only hoisted at Agege. According to their account some Elders from 
the villages of Gari, Ahwansori, Afohtonu, were sent for by King Tofa, of Porto 
Novo, and the flags were forced on them; they explained that they could not reject 
them, from fear. . 

The King of Katanu, however, has taken strong measures with the towns that 
have received the French flags, and they will eventually be sent back to the King of 

orto Novo. 

A Katanu fisherman reported that he had seen French officers, in uniform, with 
Swords on, passing by route of Agege Creek into Denham waters, which is part of the 
territory of Katanu, and therefore under British protection. 

His Excellency having informed me, on the 28th April, that Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Pioneer” was no longer specially required at Lagos, I embarked on Sunday, the 
29th, and at 6 p.m. proceeded, as requested by his Excellency, to examine the 
positions of Seimi, Porto Novo Slave Station, Katanu or Appi, and Jackin, for the 
purpose of identifying them with their native names. Had there been a French man- 
of-war at Katanu he requested me to call on the Captain, as per copy of letter 
uppended. Seimi and Porto Novo I passed during the night, having a westerly set of 
10 miles. At daylight, Monday, the 30th, I sighted Appi or Katanu, and communicated 
with the German brig “ Augusta,” the Captain of which informed me that the French 
gun-boat had proceeded for Gaboon on Monday, the 23rd April, so I proceeded for 
‘Jackin; the distance between Jackin and Appi or Katanu is on .the Chart 10 miles, 
by my patent log it is only 6. 

I communicated with a French boat at noon off Whydah. 


Perma n armen rere werent a Oa A Sie ER OLE EEDA A ATO ETD Et 
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No. 16, 
Mr. Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty, 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1883. 

I AM directed by Earl Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Lords 
Commissioners, copy of a letter from the Colonial Office, commenting on the remarks 
of Rear-Admiral Sir F. Richards upon the French occupation of Porto Novo,* which 
were appended to your letter of the 51st May last, and were communicated confiden- 
tially to the Earl of Derby; and I am to state that Lord Granville concurs in the 
observations. 

I am further to request that you will point out to their Lordships that the infor- 
mation given by Commander MacLeod to Rear-Admiral Salmon, as reported by the 
latter officer in a Minute forwarded with your letter of the 4th instant, is incorrect. 
The French Ambassador has notified the resumption of the Protectorate of France 
over the Porto Novo originally taken under her Protectorate in 1863: this is not the 
place on the coast which was included in the territory of Kutunu ceded to France in 
1878, but the town situated inland on the Denham waters. : 


am, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
Se en 


No. 17. 
Sir S. Rowe to Earl Granville.—(Received July 20.) 


(No. 2. Gold Coast. Consular.) 
My Lord, Government House, Lagos, June 16, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy of a letter which I 
have received from Great Popo, one of the trading ports situated on the Gold Coast. 

9. T am informed that the writer, Mr. T. B. Pereira, is a Lagos man, and a 
respectable merchant at Great Popo. 

8 His letter seems a little obscure, in so far as he says that the natives had held 
a meeting and resolved to have their territory ceded to the French Government, 
“because since my arrival they have been informed that it is my wish to annex the 
seaboard coast from Quittah to Cape St. Paul de Loanda, and in accordance to this 

romise they are anxious that I will favour them with a call for an arrangement, as 
they rather like the English Government to take possession of their territory than the 
French Government.” 

4. It would seem to me that this letter may be taken as showing that there is 
some movement on the part of some one at Great Popo to place Great Popo under the 
protection of the French Government. 

5. Should as pe oceur by which I may acquire further information on 
this subject I shall avail myself of it. 

6. 1 shall have the honour in that case to address your Lordship farther on this 
subject. 

7. The g phical position of Great Popo, that place being about half-way 
between the settlements of the Gold Coast and Lagos (which are parts of the same 


Colony, and separated only by a distance of about 100 miles), causes any such action 


as this which is reported to be a very serious matter to et eee of the Colony. 
ve, &e. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


ae 


Inclosure 1 in No. 17. 


Sir S. Rowe to Mr. Pereira. 


Sir, Government House, Lagos, June 16, 1883. 
YOUR letter, dated Grand Popo, West Coast of Africa, 21st May, has been 
forwarded to me from Accra to this place. 


| 
| 
» 


2. I thank you for the information which you have given me respecting the — 


* No. 7. 
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meeting of the natives which was held at Abanakey, at which they resolved to have 
their country ceded to the French Government. 

3. As you are aware, the Government of Her Majesty the Queen of England has 
always taken a deep interest in the welfare of the people on this part of the coast, and 
as Consul of Her Majesty’s Government, as well as Governor of the Gold Coast 
Colony, I desire to do all in my power to promote the interest of British trade in 
these parts. : 

4. I am afraid that matters on the Gold Coast may prevent me from being able 
to oe at Grand Popo on my way from Lagos to the Gold Coast as I should like 
to do. 

5. I shall, however, be glad to receive from you at Accra any farther information 
that you can give me on this subject. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


— 
Inclosure 2 in No. 17. 


Mr. Pereira to Sir S. Rowe. 


Sir, Grand Popo, West Coast of Africa, May 21, 18838. 

__ AT a meeting held by the natives here some time last month at Abanakey, they 
have now resolved to have their territory ceded to the French Government, simply 
because since the arrival of your Excellency they have been informed that it is your 
desire to annex the seaboard coast from Quittah to St. Paul de Loanda. In accordance 
to this promise, they are anxious that your Excellency will favour them with a call 
for an arrangement, as they rather like the English Government to take possession of 
their territory than the French Government. These, I trust, will afford your Excel- 
lency the necessary information for forming your decision. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) J. B. PERETRA. 


No. 18. 
Sir R. Herbert to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received July 21.) 


Sir, Downing Street, July 20, 1883. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 16th instant, inclosing a copy of one addressed to Consul Hewett by Kings 
Bell and Akwa, of the Cameroons, on the subject of the proposed cession of their 
ces to Great Britain, and an alleged cession to France by King Passall, of 

T am to request you to inform Earl Granville that Lord Derby is not in a position 
to offer any suggestion on this letter. He has already in previous letters expressed 
his sense of the importance of this subject, but it will be for the Cabinet to consider 
any proposal which may be made for preventing the anticipated injury to British trade 

om the proceedings of the French in the Niger and its neighbourhood when Lord 
Granville thinks the time opportune for taking any action. 
I &e 


am, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 
—_-—_--—_———<—<—<————— 


No. 19. 


Sir R. Herbert to Mr. Lister.—(Received July 21.) 


Sir, Downing Street, July 21, 1883. 

I AM desired by the Earl of Derby to request you to remind Earl Granville that 
to answer has yet been returned to the letters from this Department of the 12th 
January and 19th March last* on the subject of the proposal to send a Mission from 

os to Dahomey. 

T am now to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from the Governor of the Gold 


* Not printed. 
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Coast Colony, in which he recurs to the matter, and asks for instructions and authority 
to send Mr. Tickel to Abomey, together with a draft of the reply which, with Lord 
Granville’s concurrence, Lord Derby proposes to address to Sir Samuel Rowe. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBERT. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 19. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Earl of Derby. 


My Lord, Government House, Lagos, May 31, 1883. 

IN a despatch dated the 17th April your Lordship was pleased to transmit copies 
of correspondence which has passed between your Lordship and the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the appointment of the 
Governor of the Gold Coast to be Consul for certain parts of the West Coast of Africa 
in the neighbourhood of this Colony. 

2. Your Lordship was good enough to transmit a letter addressed by the Colonial 
Office to the Foreign Office on the 12th January, in which Mr. Herbert stated that I 
had expressed the opinion that it would be desirable that a messenger should be sent 
from Lagos to Dahomey. ; 

3. In despatch dated this day, which I have the honour to address to your Lord- 
ship, I make reference to a message sent by the King of Dahomey to the King of 
Katanoo, and of my having directed Mr. Tickel to see that a messenger was sent from 
the King of Katanoo to the King of Dahomey, in reply. 

4. If Mr. Tickel thinks that it is desirable to send this messenger, it would be 
fitting that he should be accompanied by some one who will be paid by this Govern- 
ment, and who will report to Mr. Tickel, for the information of this Government, what 
may really take place between the King of Katanoo’s messenger and the King of 
Dahomey, should the messenger succeed in seeing the King. 

5. ‘4 have taken advantage of this as a first step towards leading the way to some 
further action in respect of a possible visit to Dahomey. ; 

6. I regret that the old man who was formerly employed by Sir John Glover as a 
messenger between the Government of Lagos and the King of Dahomey is not 
sufficiently well at present to undertake such a journey, but I have authorized 
Mr. Tickel to find some other person who (he thinks) is fit to be sent on such an 
errand. 

7. Before were him Mr. Tickel will await the return of the messenger from the 
King of Katanoo, and if he sees no objection he will then send this messenger, who is 
to go the King of Dahomey and say that I wish to send a messenger to the King and 
have eens this man to inquire if the visit of such a messenger would be acceptable to 
His Majesty. 

8. i have the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of the letter in which I 
have given Mr. Tickel instructions for his guidance in this matter. 

8, Some months must necessarily pass before the return of these messengers. It 
is also undesirable that Mr. Tickel should commence his journey before October, at 
the end of the present rainy season. 

By that time also I shall have received further instructions from your Lordship 
respecting the position of affairs at Katanoo. 

10. I do not, therefore, propose to take any steps towards sending Mr. Tickel 
(even if I should receive a favourable answer from the King) unless I receive further 

ermission from your Lordship to act in this matter, but if your Lordship should not 
eae my so doing I would ask your Lordship’s permission to make arrangements 
to send Mr. Tickel to Dahomey in the latter part of this year, if I should receive from 
this messenger a reply which induces me to entertain the opinion that Mr. Tickel’s 
journey will be of advantage to the Government, and that it may be performed with 
safety and at no unreasonable expense. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) | SAMUEL ROWE. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 19. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Political Agent, Badagry. 


‘Sir, Government House, Lagos, May 29, 1883. 

_ YOU have already been informed that Her Majesty has been pleased to appoint 
‘Me to be her “ Consul in the territories on the West Coast of Africa, not being British 
_ Possessions, lying between the eastern frontier of Liberia and 5° east longitude, in the 
_ fivers and water communications lying between the two points Gace and so far 

Inland as British trading stations or trading operations exist.” 

_ -—s- 2. Tam of opinion that it would be to the advantage of British trade to establish 
More direct relations between the King of Dahomey and the Representatives of Her 
Majesty than have for some time existed. 

8. I do not remember that any visit has been made to the King of Dahomey by 
any oe sent from Her Majesty’s Government since the date of your visit to Abomey 
In 1867. 

4, The appointment of myself as Consul has given me some authority for action in 
this matter. 

_ 5. I have taken the opportunity of personally consulting you as to the possibility 
of your visiting epee yourself, and as to the desirability of an attempt being made 

arrange for a visit of that kind, and for its possible repetition at such intervals 
48 may be found to be convenient. 

6. If your health permits you to undertake such a duty, I should be disposed to 
tecommend to Her Majesty's Government that they should confide it to you. 

7. You have reminded me that on the occasion of your last visit to Dahomey the 
_ King expressed his willingness, in the event of your again visiting the capital, for you 

commence your journey from Abomey Caravi, on the western side of the Denham. 
Waters, as, by so doing, you would much shorten your journey to the capital, and 
Stated that, if you sent to apprise him of your intention, he would himself send a 
Special escort to meet you. 

8. I have not as yet been able to submit any definite proposals of this kind to Her 
Majesty’s Government, and before authorizing you to undertake any such journey 
it will be necessary for me to obtain the sanction of the Right Honourable the Secre- 
tary of State to such a course of action, but as it would not be desirable for you 
to commence your journey before the rainy season is over, and as I should not wish to 
lose the advantage of your presence in connection with the present state of matters in 

tanoo and the establishment of the French Protectorate over Porto Novo, there will 
ample time to receive instructions from the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State on this matter. As, however, in another letter I have stated that it is desirable 
that the King of Katanu should send a messenger to the King of Dahomey in reply to 
the message received by him from the King on the 15th May, and that this messenger 
‘ be accompanied é some one who will report to you what takes place at the 
Mterview, should one take place, between the messenger of the King of Katanu and 
the King of Dahomey, I wish you to consider whether it will not be possible for this 
Messenger to say that he will be followed shortly by another messenger, who will 
Convey to the King of Dahomey a wish on my part to send to him a further message if 
it would be favourably received. , 
9. Should you deem that the reception given to the statement which is to be made 
Jy the messenger who is to accompany the Envoy of the King of Katanu, viz., that he 
Is being followed by a messenger from me to the King, justifies you in so doing, you 
ve my authority to engage a fitting man to go as a preliminary messenger to 
: thomey, but the instructions you give to him must not go beyond the following _., 
Olnts. God att * 

10. The messenger should state that he has been sent to say to His Majesty that 

Some years ago His Majesty received you at his capital, and that he was pleased. 
express his willingness to receive you again; that many circumstances have 
pired to prevent it being possible so far for you to repeat that visit. That 

Her Majesty the Queen of England saw fit to appoint me to be the Governor of 
the Gold Coast and of Lagos two years ago; that, as an old friend of Sir John Glover, 
Who was well known to the King as the Governor of Lagos years ago, I well remember 
€ friendly intercourse which existed between Governor Glover and the King of 
ahomey. That I feel it is desirable that such friendly relations should continue, and 
that I should be glad to take steps to arrange for some one to visit him at his capital, 


it would be agreeable to him to receive such a visit; and that I should, if possible, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 20. 


| Governor Sir 8. Rowe to the Earl of Derby. 

(Confidential.) 

My Lord, Government House, Lagos, June 16, 1883. 
soon HAD the honour to address to your Lordship a despatch dated the 21st April, 
1883, on the subject of the possible extension of the Gold Coast Colony over the 
territory of Little Popo and the district between that place and Afflowhoo, now the 
eastern border of the Gold Coast. my 

2. As bearing somewhat on this question, I have the honour to forward to your 
Lordship a copy of a letter which I have received from Grand Popo, 17 miles to the 
eastward of Little Popo. 

3. The writer of this letter, Mr. J. B. Pereira, is a Lagos man, and he is said to 
be a respectable native merchant at Grand Popo. 

4. The letter does not seem very distinct, in so far as the writer says thata 
meeting was held by the natives some time last month at which they resolved to have 
their territory ceded to the French, because since my arrival they have been informed 
that it is my “desire to annex the sea-board coast from Quittah to St. Paul de 
Loanda ;” that “in accordance to this promise they are anxious that’ I should favour 

them “with a call for an arrangement, as they rather like the English Government to 
take possession of their territory than the French Government.” 

5. It would seem to me that the writer must haye meant by “ they” perhaps 

If and some of the merchants there as those “who rather like the English 
Government than the French.” | 

6. Should an opportunity present itself to obtain further information in reference 
to this, I propose to take advantage of it. 

7. I would add that there is free communication along the inland water between 
Grand Popo and Little Popo, but that this inland water-way communicates with the 
sea at Grand Popo; that this communication with the sea cuts off Grand Popo from 
the Dahomey territory; and that this opening from the lagoon to the sea has always 
been found to be an effectual barrier to the extension of the influence of Dahomey 
along the sea-board to the westward beyond that place. ee | 

VOy KC, 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 20. 
Mr. Pereira to Governor Sir 8. Rowe. 


Sir, Grand Popo, West Coast of Africa, May 21, 1883. 
AT a meeting held by the natives here some time last month at Abanakey they 
have now resolved to have their territory ceded to the French Government, simply 
use since the arrival of your Excellency they have been informed that it is your 
desire to annex the sea-board coast from Quittah to St. Paul de Loanda. In 
’ecordance to this promise they are anxious that your Excellency will favour them 
with a call for an arrangement, as they rather like the English Government to take 
Possession of their territory than the French Government. These, I trust, will afford 

Your Excellency the necessary information for forming your decision, 
I have, &e, | | 
(Signed) J. B. PEREIRA. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 20. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to Mr. Pereira. 


Sir, Government House, Lagos, June 16, 1883. 
f YOUR letter dated Grand Popo, West Coast of Africa, 21st May, 1883, has been 
“rwarded to me from Accra to this place. 

2. I thank you for the information which you have given me respecting the meeting 
of the natives, which was held at Abanakey, at which they resolved to have » 
“ountry ceded to the French Government. 
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3. As you are aware, the Government of Her Majesty the Queen of England has 
always taken a deep interest in the welfare of the people on this part of the coast; 
and as Consul of Her Majesty’s Government as well as Governor of the Gold Coast 


Colony, I desire to do all in my power to promote the interests of British trade in these — 


parts. . 
4. I am afraid that matters on the Gold Coast may prevent me from being 
we to call at Grand Popo on my way from Lagos to the Gold Coast, as I should like 
0. | 
5. I shall, however, be glad to receive from you at Accra any further information 
that you can give me on this subject. oe = 
ve 


I . 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 20. 
The Earl of Derby to Governor Sir 8. Rowe. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, | Downing Street, January 31, 1883. 
WITH reference to my predecessor’s despatch of the 24th February, 1882, 
I have the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of a despatch from the Governor 
of the West Africa Settlements, and of a correspondence with the Foreign Office 
2d aia Little Popo, and the offer which has been made of its cession to Her 
jesty. 
2. You will observe that the Foreign Office aa whether the acceptance of the 
sovereignty of Little Popo should not be reconside in the event of the cession of the 
Portuguese possessions on the Slave Coast to Great Britain, and I have to acquaint 
you that a Convention is now under negotiation with Portugal for the settlement of the 


Congo question, which stipulates, inter alia, for the cession of all the Portuguese rights ; 


and claims at Whydah. 
3 In these circumstances it becomes desirable to take again into consideration 


the offer which has been made to Her Majesty by Chief Edmund Lawson, of Little f 


Popo, as reported in your despatch of the 10th January, 1882, but I have not at 
present sufficient information at my disposal to enable me to arrive at a decision. 


4. I should wish to be fully informed as to the probable advantages of the ; 


acquisition of Little Popo, the amount of territory proposed to be ceded, and the 
probability of civil commotions arising out of the cession, if accepted by Her 
Majesty’s Government. I should also be glad to know whether the possession of 
Little Popo would be likely to facilitate, or otherwise, the acquisition of the coast-line 
intervening between that place and the present boundary of British jurisdiction at 


b. Although I should be very reluctant to sanction any unnecessary extension of 


British authority in West Africa, I am alive to the importance of preventing, as far as — 


practicable, any foreign interference or occupation on the coast lying between the two 
portions of the Gold Coast Colony. 


6. I am not satisfied that for this purpose it is necessary to acquire the 


“sovereignty” of the territory in question. It might, perhaps, suffice to consent to 
supervise and protect the district on an undertaking from the Chiefs desiring to come 


under Her Majesty that they will abide by all her decisions and recognize the authority — 


of no other Power. 


7. Such a scheme would probably, in view of the opinion of the Law Officers” 
when a somewhat similar plan was proposed for the outlying territories at Sierra 4 


Leone, not give to Her Majesty the right of levying customs duties either through 
her own officers or through the native Chiefs, and, in such case, unless an arrange- 
ment could be made for the collection by the Chiefs of the same duties as are levied 


at the British custom-houses, and the expenditure of the revenue so raised for the. 
advantage of the Little Popo territory, it would be a question for consideration — 


J 


whether it would be desirable to accept practically the responsibility for the order and 
good government of the districts in question without the power of obtaining the 
means for defraying the cost of the necessary supervision, or of increasing the 


Customs revenue in our own Settlements by closing the intervening coast-line against 


the importation of dutiable articles. 
8, I have, however, to request that you will furnish me with a full Report upo™ 


4 
} 
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the whole question, both in relation to Little Popo and to the whole coast between 
the Gold Coast and Lagos. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) DERBY. 





— 


Inclosure 5 in No. 20, 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Earl of Derby. 


(Confidential.) | 

y Lord, The Castle, Elmina, March 8, 1888. 
[I RECEIVED at this place on the 4th instant your Lordship’s Confidential 
despatch, dated 31st January, forwarding copies of a despatch from the Governor 
of the West Africa Settlements, and of a correspondence with the Foreign Office 
especting Little Popo, and the offer which has been made of its cession to Her 


Majesty. 

in the absence of official records I am unable to reply as I should like to do to 
the questions in the 4th paragraph of your Lordship’s despatch, but as I fear that 
unless I take an opportunity of posting letters at this place I may have no opportunity 
of doing so for a week or more, and as this matter is one of very much moment to this 
Colony, I have thought that I might be permitted to take this opportunity to reply in 
general terms to your Lordship’s despatch, hoping to be able to deal with the questions 
More in detail so soon as I reach Accra. 

3. I would therefore ask leave to say to your Lordship that the acquisition of the 
country lying between the present boundaries of the Settlement on the Gold Coast and 
the Settlement at Lagos is of vital interest to the prosperity of the Colony. 

4, That the possession of Little Popo will directly facilitate the acquisition of the 
Coast-line. 

__ 5. That there is not any probability (I am inclined to say possibility under 
judicious management) of any civil commotion arising out of the cession. 

6. That the increase to the revenue of the Colony will be probably at least 20,0002. 
‘per annum. 

7. That the expenditure will perhaps be an eighth part of this. 

8. The entire district of sea-coast lying between Afflao and Badagry, as measured. 
on the Admiralty Chart, is not more than 102 miles in extent. 

9. Little Popo is 25} miles to eastward of Afflao. 

10. The present loss to the revenue by the landing of goods, immediately to the 
eastward of Afflao, which do not pay duty and which are afterwards brought into the 
Colony and Protectorate, is estimated at over 10,000I. 

11. This would be prevented by the possession of Little Popo, as I do not suppose 
_ that Her Majesty’s Government would object to acquire the sovereignty over the sea- 
beach at Bey and Bagidah if they accepted that of Little Popo. 

12. Sketches and maps already in your Lordship’s Office show that at a very short 
distance inland of the sea, and parallel with it along this strip of coast, are lagoons 
Which separate the sea-beach from the mainland, and that the width of the sea-beach 
Varies from 1 to 3 miles. 

13. This special geographical condition forms a natural boundary, marking those 
| Nise of the country which it is desirable to acquire, and rendering it undesirable to 

ollow any other mode in acquiring authority in these districts than the acquisition of 
the sovereignty. 

14. Some of these districts have been already repeatedly offered to Her Majesty, 
and the acquisition of the remainder, so far as the natives are concerned, depends only 
On Her Majesty’s willingness to accept them and to authorize her officers to take action 
™Mso doing. 

15. te conversation with some of the native Chiefs of the neighbouring territories 

these Chiefs have assured me that the Chiefs of the whole of the sea-board know that 

Sooner or later the territory must become a part of the Colony, that they are quite 

Sha for this, and that they would all be pleased that such action be taken by Her 
Jesty’s Government. 

16. I shall have the honour to attempt to reply more fully to your Lordship’s 
despatch on my arrival at Accra. 


IT have, &e. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 20. 


Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Earl of Derby. . 
(Confidential. ) 
My Lord, Lagos, April 21, 1883. 

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship from Elmina, in a Confidential 
despatch dated the 8th March, on the subject of the possible extension of the Gold Coast 
Colony over the territory of Little Popo and the district between that place and 
Afflohoo. 

2. I had the honour to say that I considered it most desirable, in the interests | 
of the Colony, that Little Popo should become a part of the Gold Coast Protectorate. 

3. The late occurrences in respect of Porto Novo have only caused me to entertain 
this opinion still more strongly than I did before. i 

4. I consider it most desirable that this extension of the Colony should be made, 
and I would very respectfully say to your Lordship that, so far as local circumstances 
are yg. it is desirable that that extension should be made with as little delay as 
may be. 

4 5. The trade at Beh Beach appears to increase, and this increase corresponds with — 
a similar decrease in the trade done at Quittah and Danoe. 

6. Since I last had the honour to write to your Lordship on this subject I have had 
an interview with Mr. Rottmann, the principal trader at Quittah, and the present repre-— 
sentative of the European house, which was first established there as a trading place 
in connection with the Basle Mission. He assured me that it was impossible for him 
to carry on any satisfactory trade at Quittah. 

7. I have also had the opportunity of conversing with one Mr. G. B. Williams, a 
native trader, who has the reputation of being the largest importer at Beh Beach, and — 
he said the same thing. | 

8. The testimony of these gentlemen only confirms what was already known. It 
is but reasonable, when goods are landed under precisely the same conditions of risk 
and cost of landing at different trading places, which are within 2 or 3 miles of — 
each other, that the seller who, by paying no customs dues, obtains his goods at — 
50 per cent. less first cost than his neighbour, can afford to undersell him in the same 
market. ‘ 


I haye, &e. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 





Inclosure 7 in No. 20. 
The Earl of Derby to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 


j Downing Street, June 12, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatches on the — 
subject of Little Popo, and the desirability of accepting the offer which has been made 
to cede the sovereignty of that place to Her Majesty. 

2. One of the chief reasons in favour of annexing or assuming a Protectorate over 
Little Popo is, of course, the fact that by so doing, and at the same time acquiring 
control over the coast-line between Little Popo and the present limits of British juris 
diction, the Customs revenue of the Gold Coast would be very largely benefited, and — 
the regular trader who pays duties would be relieved to some extent from the compe- — 
tition of the trader who establishes himself beyond the customs line, pays no duty on 
his goods, and then introduces them into the protected territory, which otherwise his 
rival would supply ina legitimate manner. 

3. These arguments have, no doubt, considerable force, but at the same time it is | 
to be observed that their obvious result is to lead to a continual advancement of boun- 
daries and extension of territory, for wherever the limit of British jurisdiction may be 

, and the levy of customs duties cease, the traders will naturally remain just 
yond it, and the whole operation would have to be begun over again. | 

4. Her Majesty’s Government cannot commit themselves to such a policy of con- — 
stantly renewed annexation, and it is necessary to lay down some distinct principle on _ 
which the Colonial boundary shall be fixed. 4 

_ 5. Unless there are any special reasons which render it probable that Little Popo — 
would prove a more convenient and satisfactory spot at which to fix the boundary than — 
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its present position, I should not feel myself justified in recommending the acceptance 
of the offer of cession, and the assumption of the Protectorate. 

I shall therefore await a further report from you on this point before taking any 
action or coming to any final decision in the matter. it 4 | 

6. There is, as IT am aware, the further danger that, in the event of Her Majesty’s 
Government refusing to accept the offer of the cession of Little Popo, the place may 
fall into the hands of the ench, who appear to be disposed to avail themselves of 
every opportunity for acquiring fresh territory and Settlements on this part; of the 


Power without first consulting with and obtaining the sanction of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
Ment. In return for such an engagement the Chiefs should receive stipends, and a 
promise of assistance by counsel and advice in the adjustment of any disputes among 


themselves, 
I have, &c. 
. (Signed) DERBY. 
No. 21, 
Mr. Lister to Sir R. Herbert. 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 26, 1883. 


WITH reference to your letter of the 21st instant, I am directed by Earl 
Granville to request that you will inform the Earl of Derby that his Lordship concurs 
in the terms of the despatch which it is proposed to address to the Governor of the Gold 
soa Colony respecting the plan of opening up intercourse with the Kine of 

ahomey. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


No. 22. 


Sir R. Herbert to Mr. Lister.—(Received August 2.) 


Sir, Downing Street, July 31, 1883. 

, _WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the re-establishment of 

the French Protectorate at Porto Novo, I am directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit 

to you, to be laid before Earl Granville, copies of further despatches from the 

Governor of the Gold Coast Colony on the subject.* | : 

», 2: With respect to the 5th and 6th paragraphs of Sir $8. Rowe’s despatch 

No. 193 of the 3lst May, and the Reports to which he refers, Lord Derby pro- 
ses, with Lord Geanvitie’s concurrence, to instruct the Governor to inform the 
img of Porto Novo (if necessary, through the French Agent there) that he cannot 

be lowed to send armed canoes and parties through the Toché and Agege Creeks, 

a as belonging to Katanu, are under British protection, and therefore British 


;_,2: As regards the inquiry contained in the 4th paragraph of despatch No. 194, 
Lord Derby proposes to transmit to Sir 8S. Rowe a copy of the map (printed in the 


Poreion Office paper, ‘‘ Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Dahomey ”’), 
Wing the extent of the jurisdiction claimed by the French Government at Kutunu, 
*8 marked by themselves in 1879. 

4. I am to take this fe a of transmitting to you a copy of the papers which 
have been recently printed for the use of this Office respecting affairs at Porto Novo 

other places in the neighbourhood of the Gold Coast Colony,+ and I am to request 
st to draw Lord Granville’s attention to Nos. 47, 48, 49, 50, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56 in the 
“tries, which have not previously been communicated to your Department. 


am, &e. 
(Signed) ROBERT G. W. HERBHRT. 


* No. 180, May 17; Nos, 193 and 194, May 31; and No. 208, June 15 (in Colonial Office print), 
f African, No. 265. 
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No. 2? 


Earl Granville to Mr. Plunkett. 
(No. 80. Africa.) 
ir, Foreign Office, August 7,18838. = |, 

M. TISSOT informed me on the 21st April last, that the French Government — 
had assumed the Protectorate of the territory of Porto Novo, which is in close | 
proximity to the British Settlement of Lagos. "Te 
of his Excellency’s note, but I have delayed sending instructions until I should have 
been able carefully to study, with Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, — 
the situation which this step creates. 

The territory taken under French Protectorate is the same as that over which the | 
Protectorate of France was placed in 1863. Her Majesty's Government at that time — 
expressed their conviction that the object of the Chief in inviting it was to enable him | 
to act as he chose without punishment from the British Government. A brief | 
experience convineed the French that he was unworthy of support, and the Protectorate | 
was withdrawn the year after it had been established. | 

In 1878 the yhoo Government obtained the cession of the small district of 
Kutunu, on the coast in the neighbourhood of Porto Novo. Lord Lyons was requested | 
to point out the injurious effect of such an acquisition upon the power of the | 
authorities of the British Settlements to control the coast, and to state that Her | 
Majesty’s Government could not look without uneasiness upon the acquisition b 
France of isolated portions of territory between the separate portions of the Britis 
Gold Coast Colony. 

The French Government did not withdraw from the territory, but they did not | 
effectively occupy it. 

The reasons given by M. Tissot for the present grant of French Protectorate to | 
Porto Novo are that the Chief has invited it, that the acquisition of Kutunu has given | 
free access to the territory from the sea by the Denham Pass, and that there has been } 
a considerable development of French trade. As regards the first reason, LT have to | 
observe that the present Chief is even less worthy of protection than his predecessor, 
whose misdeeds led to the retirement of the French in 1864, and that his request was — 
doubtless based upon his wish to continue his outrages without fear of chastisement 
by placing himself under a foreign flag. As regards the second reason, I must observe — 
that it is founded on a geographical error. The French Government are aware that 
since 1879 the State of Katanu has been under British Protectorate : this State comprises 
the waters of the Denham Pass, intervenes between Kutunu and Porto Novo, and cuts } 
off the latter from the coast. Its position as regards the Denham Strait was clearly 
explained in the note addressed to the French Ambassador on the 9th January, 1880, 
in which the assurance was given that no new tolls had been imposed on it by British 
authority. In reply to the third reason, I have to remark that, in the opinion of Her 
Majesty’s Government, nothing could be more detrimental to the development of the 
legitimate trade of this portion of the African continent than the anarchy which must 
result if isolated Chiefs should be enabled to resist the exercise of the authority of the 
Governors of the old-established British Settlements by appealing to a foreign | 
Protectorate. q 

Her Majesty’s Government think that these considerations cannot have pre 
sented themselves to the French Government when they accepted the Chief’s request, — 
and they trust that the assent may be revoked, as it was in 1864. Should the. 
Protectorate be maintained, the greatest good-will and forbearance on both sides may 
fail to avert embarrassments, especially as the authorities of Lagos might find 1+ 
impossible to agree, in case of emergency, to suspend all action as regards misconduct 
on the part of the troublesome Chief of Porto Novo, pending the result of a referenc® 
to the French Government or to the authorities at Senegal or the Gaboon. 

I have to direct you to make a representation in this sense to M. Challemel- 
Lacour, and to urge the expediency of sending immediate instructions to the local - 
French authorities reminding them of the British Protectorate over Katanu. The 
Governor of Lagos has already been directed, with the view of averting difficulties, 
warn the Katanu Chiefs that no foreign flag can be hoisted by them. . 

You will explain that the representation is made in the most friendly spirit, aD 
that the motive which induces Her Majesty’s Government to approach the Frencs 
Government on this subject is their anxious desire to avert causes of embarrassment + 
and you will add that Her Majesty’s Government are confident that the Frene™ 
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Government will be ready to act in an equitable and philanthropic spirit in the 
Settlement of the question. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GRANVILLE. 


aE ES yn 


No. 24. 


Mr. Lister to Sir R. Herbert. 

{Confidential.) ! 
Sir, | Foreign Office, August 8, 1883. — 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the assumption of 
@ Protectorate over the territory of Porto Novo by the French, I am directed by Earl 
Granville to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for the Co onies, 
& copy of a despatch which he has addressed to Her Majesty’s Minister at Paris,* 
instructing him to make a representation to the French Government with a view to 
the Protectorate being relinquished. 


T am, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


Ee 


No. 25. 
Mr. Plunkett to Earl Granville—(CReceived August 11.) 


(No. 81. Africa.) 
My Lord, | Paris, August 10, 1888. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith a copy of the note which, in compliance 
with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch No. 80, Africa, of the 
7th instant, I have addressed to M. Challemel-Lacour, inviting the attention of the 
French Government to the reasons which prevent Her Majesty's Government looking 
with indifference on the French Protectorate lately extended over Porto Novo. 

Your Lordship will perceive that I have expressed to his Excellency the hope of 
Her Majesty’s Government, that the assent to this Protectorate may be again revoked, 
as it was in 1864, and I have urged that immediate instructions be sent to the local 
French authorities, reminding them of the British Protectorate over Katanu. 

| T have, &c. 
(Signed) F R PLUNKETT. 


LL 


Tnclosure in No. 25. 


Mr. Plunkett to M. Challemel-Lacour. 


-M. le Ministre, Paris, August 9, 1883. 

THE French Ambassador in London addressed a note to Barl Granville on the 
21st of April last, informing his Lordship that the French Government had assumed 
the Protectorate of the territory of Porto Novo, which is in close proximity to the 
British Settlement of Lagos. 

I have the honour, in compliance with instructions from Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to make the following reply: 

Her Majesty’s Government have delayed sending any answer to the note in 
question until they had had time carefully to study the situation which this step on the 
part of France creates in those countries. 

The territory now taken under French protection is the same as that over which 
the Protectorate of France was placed in 1863. Her Majesty's Government at that. 
time expressed their conviction that the object of the Chief in inviting this protection 
was to enable him to act as he chose without punishment from the British Govern- 
ment. A brief experience convinced the French authorities that he was unworthy of 
Support, and the Protectorate was withdrawn the year after it had been established. 

In 1878 the French Government obtained the cession of the small district of 
Kutunu on the coast in the neighbourhood of Porto Novo. 


* No. 23. 
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Her Majesty’s Ambassador in Paris, in compliance with instructions from home, — 
pointed out to the French Government in a note dated 26th February, 1879, the 


injurious effect of such an acquisition upon the power of the authorities of the British 
Settlements to control the coast, and his Excellency further stated that Her Majesty’s 
Government could not look without uneasiness upon the acquisition by France of 


isolated portions of territory between the separate portions of the British Gold Coast 


Colony. 


effectively occupy it. 

Her Majesty’s Government notice that the reasons given by the French Ambassador 
for the present grant of French Protectorate to Porto Novo are that the Chief has 
invited it, that the acquisition of Kutunu has given free access to the territory from 
the sea by the Denham Pass, and that there has been a considerable development of 
French trade. 

As regards the first reason, Her Majesty’s Government would observe that the 
present Chief is even less worthy of protection than his predecessor, whose misdeeds 


led to the retirement of the French in 1864, and that his request was doubtlessly based — 


upon his wish to continue his outrages without fear of chastisement by placing himself 
under a foreign flag. 

As regards the second reason, Her Majesty’s Government must remind the French 
Government that it is founded on a geographicalerror. Your Excellency is aware that 
since 1879 the State of Katanu has been under British Protectorate ; this State, which 
comprises the waters of the Denham Pass, intervenes between Kutunu and Porto 
Novo, and cuts off the latter from the coast. Its position as regards the Denham 
Strait was clearly explained in the note addressed by the Marquis of Salisbury to the 
French Ambassador on the 9th January, 1880, in which the assurance was given that 
no new tolls had been imposed on it by British authority. 

In reply to the third reason advanced in M. Tissot’s note of the 21st April, I have 


to inform your Excellency that, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, nothing 


could be more detrimental to the development of the legitimate trade of this portion 
of the African Continent than the anarchy which must result if isolated Chiefs should 
be enabled to resist the exercise of the authority of the Governors of the old-established 
British Settlements by appealing to a foreign Protectorate. 

Her Majesty’s Government think that these considerations cannot have presented 
themselves to the French Government when they accepted the Chief’s request, and 
they trust that the assent may be revoked as it was in 1864. Should the Protectorate 
be maintained, the greatest goodwill and forbearance on both sides may fail to avert 
embarrassments, especially as the authorities of Lagos might find it impossible to 
agree, in case of emergency, to suspend all action as regards misconduct on the part of 
the troublesome Chief of Porto Novo, pending the result of a reference to the French 
Government, or to the authorities at Senegal or the Gaboon. 

Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has therefore instructed me 
to bring these considerations to your Excellency’s notice, and to urge how desirable it 
is that immediate instructions should be sent to the local French authorities, reminding 
them of the British Protectorate over Katanu. The Governor of Lagos has already 
been directed, with the view of averting difficulties, to warn the Katanu Chiefs that 
no foreign fiag can be hoisted by them. 

Your Excellency will I trust understand that this representation is made in the 
most friendly spirit, and that the motives which induce Her Majesty’s Government to 
approach the French Government on the subject is their anxious desire to avert causes 
of embarrassment, and the confidence which they feel that the French Government 
will be ready to act in an equitable and philanthropic spirit in the settlement of the 


question. ; 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. R. PLUNKETT. 


The French Government did not withdeicir from the territory, but they did not — 
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30 
No. 30. 
Mr. Wingfield to Mr. Lister.—(Received August 28.) 











Sir, Downing Street, August 25, 1883. _ 
WITH reference to previous correspondence on the subject of Porto Novo, I am 
directed by the Earl of Derby to transmit to you, to be laid before Earl Granville, © 
copies of further despatches on the subject which have been received from the Governor — 
of the Gold Coast Colony. z 
I am to observe that the conduct of the King of Porto Novo, reported in these — 
papers, affords an illustration of the inconvenience which would result if it should be — 
necessary, before mee! with him, for the Colonial authorities to await the result of 
a reference to the French authorities at the —s or sage 7 


am, 
(Signed) EDWARD WINGFIELD. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 30. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Earl of Derby. 


(Confidential.) 
My Lord, Government House, Lagos, June 28,1883. 

IN a despatch which I had the honour to transmit to your Lordship on the 30th 
May, I forwarded a statement showing the number of canoes passing from Kutunu 
through Toché Creek to Porto Novo. In my despatch of this day I transmit a further — 
return of the same kind. _ 

2. It is not supposed that this Return includes all the dutiable articles which are — 
conveyed from Kutunu to Porto Novo; still it gives information which shows that — 
goods were carried by canoes during the month of May through Toché Creek, on — 
which the customs duties calculated at Lagos rates amounted to nearly 3,5001. A 

3. Although this amount of duty would have been paid to Lagos if the goods had | 
been imported here, it does not represent an equal amount saved to the French ~ 
merchants who work their Porto Novo trade by Kutunu. 

4. According to present rules, if these goods had been imported at Lagos and 
re-exported to Porto Novo, Lagos Government would have allowed a gross drawback — 
of 2,742]. on this amount. 

5. So little difference is there between the extra cost of working at Kutunu as © 
compared with Lagos, and the small duty retained at Lagos after duty is allowed, that — 
two large German houses are able to compete with the French merchants at Porto 
Novo, the Germans doing all their trade by Lagos and by the lagoon, the Frenchmen _ 
ae trade over the beach at Kutunu and by the Denham Waters through Toché 

reek. 

6. The Returns show, however, that if customs rights were enforced over Toché — 
Creek and the passages from Kutunu, though there would really be but very little loss — 
to the French merchants, there would be a very large addition to Lagos revenue. 

7. There would then be no more necessity to allow a drawback on goods to Porto 
Novo than on goods to any other of the neighbouring local markets outside of British — 
jurisdiction, and the opinion is, that the trade at Porto Novo would be in no way © 
lessened if such duties were enforced. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


31 
Inclosure 2 in No. 30. 
NuMBER of Canoes passing Toché pa from the 2nd to the 19th May, 


Canoes from Kutunu to Porto Novo. 


Canoes with 500 puncheons of rum .. 7 ee ee oe eo 147 
= 40 ls tar oe ° ow iat os 1 

x”) 200 cases gin ef ** se **f *e *-e 1 

5 20 bales cotton goods .. ee ee ee “ os 1 

” provisions ee er ee ee **- ee ee 1 
Market canoes with 6 tons fish and 200 bags cowries oe ee 9 
Canoe with two European (French) merchants . ee ee ee 1 
Total **e *f ** ** fe ** *e 161 


Canoes from Porto Novo to Kutunu. 


Canoes with palm-kernels, about 8 tons each .. os he ba 5c ae 
Empty canoes going for cargo to Kutunu oi tes “ ‘is oa Ree 


All canoes going to Kutunu with produce and bringing back merchandize will 
not call at the toll-house, but pass by. 
The canoe containing two Europeans also refused to land. 
*“ The only canoes landing there are market canoes going to buy fish from Porto 
Ovo. 
- The amount collected as toll at Toché is about five bags weekly. 
(Signed) T. R. T. TICKEL, Jun. 





| Inclosure 3 in No. 30. 


Memorandum by Assistant Collector and Treasurer, Lagos. 












Approximate 


Approximate 
Value. 








£ 
500 puncheons rum, at 100 gallons each o6 = 5,000 
200 cases gin, at 14 gallon per case .. ve os 35 
40 barrels tar ee ee ** ** es 45 1 16 
20 bales cotton goods oe os oe oe 210 8 8 





Total ee 


May 26, 1883. 





Inclosure 4 in No. 30. 


STaATEMENT of Canoes passing Toché from Porto Novo to Kutunu, and from Kutunu 
to Porto Novo, from the 19th to the 31st May, 1883. 


Canoes containing puncheons of rum ee ‘% ie 5% in ee 
by cases of gin and liquor “6 ot 7 $i Riek 
Market canoes containing 200 bullocks and 200 bags of cowries .. es oo 18 


Canoes with oil and kernels generally pass at night, and they at Toché have no 
means of counting them in the dark. 


(Signed) THOMAS R. T. TICKEL, 
Political Agent. 
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visit at their village; but, through the King of Porto Novo’s intrigues, now wish to — 
throw the King of Frah over, and make themselves independent. 

4. Agege Passage—This passage is not used " any canoes taking or bringing © 
cargo from Porto Novo to Kutunu; it y Paes used by fishing canoes. : 


I have, &c. : 
(Signed) § THOMAS R. T. TICKEL, Political Agent. 





Inclosure 12 in No. 30. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to the French Resident, Porto Novo. 


Sir, Government House, Lagos, June 28, 1883. 
I HAVE the honour to bring to your notice that I am informed that one of the 
Larries of the King of Porto Novo, by name Ejedo, has visited the towns of Ahwansori — 

and Ahfohtonu, on the Denham Waters, and that the sage which he delivered to 
Ahfohtonu was that he was directed by King Tofa to call the whole of the men of 
Ahfohtonu to come to Porto Novo, and sleep in their canoes on the night of the — 
15th instant, and that the King would see them on the 16th. | 

_ 2. Tam informed further that on that occasion Ejedo was going to Ahwansori, Gavi, — 
and Eso, with the same message, and that he stated that the people from all these — 
places were to attack Katanu on the 16th instant. , | 

3. In the letter which I had the honour to address to M. Bonaventure Colonna de 
Leca (dated the 28th April, 1883), I had the honour to officially bring to his — 
notice that the towns of Ahwansori and Ahfohtonu form part of the British Pro- — 
tectorate of Katanu; that the Representative of the Government of France had been — 
officially informed at the time that these towns were taken under the protection of — 
Her Majesty’s Government, and that he, the then Consul for France, had acknow- 
ledged the receipt of this information. ? 4 

4. I forwarded also a copy of the official Gazette, which was published in — 
Lagos by the direction of the then Governor-in-chief of the Gold Coast Colony in — 
reference to this matter, and I said that in regard to the distribution of French > 
at these places I had no doubt that this had been done in ignorance of the fact, that — 
the places are under the protection of the British Government, and that I felt assured — 
that, on being informed that such was the case, instructions would be at once given 
for the removal of any of the French flags which might have been entrusted to the 
people of these places under these circumstances. ; 

5. L would ask your attention to the injurious results to trade which must — 
certainly follow if these threats of King Tofa are continually made, as there is no 
doubt that whether any attempt is or is not made to put them into execution, the 
effect upon the interests of the country is most prejudicial. : 

6. L have the honour to bring the facts I have mentioned officially to your notice, — 
in the hope that, as the French Resident at Porto Novo, you may think it desirable to — 
restrain the King of that place from sending his messengers on such errands to any — 
place which is under the protection of Her Majesty’s Government. . 





I have, &c. | 

(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. — 

Inclosure 13 in No. 30. ’ | 

King Seton to Governor Sir S. Rowe. > 


ir, Katanu, June 16,1883. 
I AM directed by King Seton of Katanu, King of Frah, to acknowledge the | 
receipt of your Excellency’s letter, which was handed to me by the Political Agent, © 
together with 50/., a present from your Excellency to me; also a present of 10/. to my 
brother Hungbo, and 51. to the young men of Katanu. 4 
in reply to the same, I have, with great respect, the honour to return my very — 
sincere thanks to your Excellencyjfor the very handsome present sent me; also for tha¥ — 
sent to my brother and young men of Katanu ; in fact, myself, Chiefs, Elders, and all 
the young men of this town do not know how to express our thanks for your — 
Excellency’s great kindness. ; 
With reference to the Customs Toll-house erected by me on the Denham Waters: 
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Close to the Kutunu Creek, I have the honour to state, for your Excellency’s informa- 
tion, that this toll-house is not a new thing. A toll-house was in Kutunu Creek, and 
belonging to the King of Frah, in the late King Suji’s reign of Porto Novo, many years 


Since, and attended by my brother, Prince Hungbo, and my Elders. King Suji usurped 
- Myrights by taking it in charge from them for me, saying he would send the receipts to 


me at Ajido. This he never did, and I was deceived out of my lawful rights in this 
way. King Tofa having now given over Porto Novo to the French, and wishing still 
to usurp my rights to the Denham Waters, I thought it advisable to erect a new toll- 


| ; house at Kutunu Creek, on the Denham Waters, and sent to the Yeyoganh of Kutunu 


to inform him of my intention; he sent a reply, saying I must not make any toll- 


_ house inside Kutunu Creek, but I could make as many as I liked outside on the 


Denham Waters, as that was my right, I therefore sent my people and erected a toll- 


h house outside the creek, on the Denham Waters, and my people had finished buildin 
It, and it only remained to be thatched, and came home; this toll-house was sulle 


_ down in the night, by order of King Tofa. I have never interfered in any way on the 


territory of the King of Dahomey, and never will, and for the present I will refrain 
from building any toll-house anywhere until I reeeive your Excellency’s sanction. 
‘With respect to King Tofa attacking Katanu, I have no fear, but he is continuall 
Sending his Larrie, Ejedo, amongst my villages, and raising reports that King Tofa wi 
destroy Katanu, which your Excellency very well knows is enough to cause fear 
amongst my people, they being so weak-minded. ‘This is principally done to draw my 
pple from me, and causing dissension amongst them, for the purpose of getting them 


_ to go to King Tofa, and beg him, at the same time giving themselves over to him from 


fear; but I can assure your Excellency this King Tofa will never see; we have no 


fear for him or any one on the Denham Waters, as they are all my own people, but we 
have fear of the King of Dahomey. 
_ The message I received from the King of Dahomey was friendly, giving me the 
information, as stated in my last letter to your Excellency ; nothing more, and I sent 
a return message by his messenger, thanking the King, with a present of two large 
bags of salt from the Frah King (i.e, Salt King). I have now sent a messenger, at 
og Excellency’s request, accompanying one from yourself, and I have no doubt 
- Tickel will inform your Excellency of my message to the King. 
Should anything new turn up I will not fail to inform the Political Agent, for 


your Excellency’s information. ing your Exellency for your promised visit, and 
With my warmest thanks and sincere regards, I have, 
(Signed) SETON, his X mark, King of Frah. 


Pro Tuomas R. T. TicKken, Political Agent. 


Inclosure 14 in No. 30. 
Mr. Tickel to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 


Sir, Badagry, June 18, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to forward inclosed, for the information of his Excellency 
the Governor of the Gold Coast Colony, a statement made by one, Nuatin of Porto Novo, 
respecting the murder of Mepons at Porto Novo. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) THOMAS R, T. TICKEL, Political Agent. 





Inclosure 15 in No. 30. 
Statement given by Nuatin in reference to Mepons killed by To Fa, of Porto Novo. 


WHUSU (Zovi's son), belonging to the Mepon family, about two months since with 
two others were accused of taking poison from Asogba and Chukutty now in Lagos to 
King Tofa, and all of them were tried . by fetish; two were cleared, and Whusu 
Was condemned to death; the boy Whusu denied having done anything of the kind 
When he was sent to the Awhauze fetish, but he was condemned by that fetish, and 


Was put in chains; on the third day they brained him in his prison, and King Tofa 


Sent to his father Zovi, at Adomi quarter, Porto Novo, to come and take his son’s dead 





: 
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Inelosure 19 in No. 80. 


Messengers of King Seton of Katanu to King Tofa, Porto Novo, for the release from 
ins of Japazu. 


WHUSU YAMRA, being first sworn, states :-— 
‘I was at home when King Seton sent for me to go to Porto Novo for him; I 


_ Said very good, I would 80, and the King sent one, Dajinu, with me. We went to Porto 
Novo, and saw King Tofa 

_ them to beg the King would give them Japazu, as he was only a drunken blackguard, 
_ and had done no other harm. 


personally, and I said that the King of Katanu had sent 


“The King then said the Elders of Katanu, who used to be the Elders long since, 
Should come, and he would give J apazu up to them. Japazu had been in the town 
Some fifteen days. I had not said anything to him. T had rung the gong that ne one 


_ Should come out that night, and he was found outside, and was caught. 


“The King changed his dress about six times going in and coming out, saying, 


_ ‘Could the King of Katanu do like that ? tell him I am not his equal,’ ” 


(Signed) WHUSU YAMRA, his x mark. 


(Signed) THomas R, T. TroKet, 
Acting District Commissioner, Western District. 
| Oe ae 

Dajinu, being first sworn, states :-— | 

“T was sent for by King Seton, who said I should accompany Whusu Yamra to 
Porto Novo for him. | , a. 

«I went, and we both went to King Tofa’s Palace at Ibekun, and sent in to tell 
the King that the King of Katanu’s messengers were there, and wanted an audience 
With the King. The King came out, and we told the King that King Seton said 
a was only a drunkard, and he begged that the King would let him go, as he 
belonged to him. 

“The King then went in and out five times, changing his cloth each time, saying, 
“Could your King do like that? I am not his equal.’ He then said I should shake 
Some casks containing cowries. I did so. He said, ‘Has your King got like this ?’ 
I said, ‘No; he is a poor man.’ He gave us plenty to eat, and gave us two bottles of 
gin each, and you must drink it and deliver the bottles, as the bottles don’t leave the 
— The Elders who used to be the Elders of old should come, and he would 

eliver Japazu to them, but not before. 

“ It was now very dark, and he said we should go to Katanu and not sleep in his 
town, knowing very well that we could get no canoe at that hour. We however slept 
tn Porto Novo, and left at cock-crow, and got back to Katanu and delivered our 
Message to King Seton and Elders of Katanu.” 

(Signed) DAJINU, his * mark. 

Sworn before me in Badagry, this 18th day of June, 1883. 

(Signed) THomas R. T. TicKer, 
Acting District Commissioner, Western District. 





Inclosure 20 in No. 30. 
Japazu’s Statement of his Imprisonment in Porto Novo. 


JAPAZU, being first sworn, states :— 

“J was in Porto Novo and went out; at the time I went out people were 
Selling things in the market. I was at a leather maker’s stall, when one Larrie 
Kujeganh came with a lot of people, and was going to catch me. I got away 
and went to my house. They came there and caught me, and tied me up. I was 

en to one Adogun, Tofa’s prison keeper, to be put in chains; but he refused to 
receive me. I was taken to Gbekun to the King. This Larrie went in and told the 
King there is a man whom we caught outside, and we have brought him to the 


“‘ The King sent and asked my name ; I told him, and he sent to say Larrie Lajagan 
Should put me in chains. I was put in chains in a hole; if it was day or night you 
ould not tell. There were about thirty of us in this place, and nothing was given us 
to eat, =. I . fifty-two days I was in chains, but I could not count any more; I 
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and Ahwansori were present at Porto Novo on the occasion of the hoisting of the 
French flag there on the 2nd day of April, 1883. 
3. This statement does not seem to me to agree with that which the Chiefs of 
these places made to Mr, Tickel. 
I have, &e, 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


a a ieenbiecnsitieietibiiietatindle 
Inclosure 24 in No. 30, 


Commander Bories to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 


(Translation.) 
Your Excellency, Gaboon, June 5, 1883. 

I ONLY received on the 8rd June at Gaboon the letter which you have done me 
the honour to write me, dated 28th April, in reply to that which I had addressed to 
_ you on the 2nd of the same month, to bring to your knowledge that France had 
te-established her Protectorate over the Kingdom of Porto Novo. 

Attached to your letter are copies of the correspondence exchanged in October 
1879 between his Excellency Mr. Herbert Ussher, then Governor of the Gold Coast 
Colony, and Colonel d’Eteil, Consul for France at Lagos, and a printed notice, 
announcing the establishment as a provisional measure of the Protectorate of Her 
Majesty the Queen of England over the town and territory of Katanu (Katenoo). 
(These are the identical terms of the Notice.) | 

You inform me at the same time that the villages of Ahfohtonu, of Ahwansori, the 
town and district of Agege, have always been considered as forming part of Katanu 
(Katenoo), and were placed at the same time as the other portions of that territory 
uuder the Protectorate of England on the 24th September, 1879. 

Your Excellency knows, no doubt, that at the time of the occupation of Katanu 
(Katenoo), the French Government thought it requisite to make certain stipulations 
with the Government of Her Majesty the Queen of England. The English flag has 
never, to my knowledge, been placed either at Ahfohtonu, nor at Ahwansori, nor at 

e, and since 1879 King Tofa has had occasion to exercise, with success, acts of 
authority over this last point. The Chiefs of these three villages publicly recogni 

is sovereign rights by coming to Porto Novo on the 2nd April, the day of the 
Proclamation of the Protectorate, and by receiving from his hands, and with our 
©onsent, the flags which they have planted. 

The rights of France over these territories do not appear to me to be doubtful, and 
I can only transmit to my Government the communication that you have been good 
enough to make to me. 

On that which concerns Appa, your Excellency is no doubt not unaware that in the 

caty of Limitation, passed in December 1864 between the Rear-Admiral Laffon de 
Ladéhat and Lieutenant-Governor Glover, that town was included within the limits of 
the Kingdom of Porto Novo, as well as all those territories which separate it from the 
Denham Lagoon. | 

I regret, your Excellency, to be at variance with you in this matter, and I 
beg your Excellency to be good enough to receive the expression of my high 
Consideration. 3 

(Signed) BORIES, Captain, Commander-in-chief of the Naval 
Division of the West Coast of Africa. 


No. 31. 
Mr. Meade to Mr. Lister.—(Received September 18.) 


. Downing Street, September 17, 1883. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Derby to acquaint you, for the information of Earl 
Granville, that he has received a telegram from the Governor of the Gold Coast, dated 
the 8th August, together with a despatch, copies of which are inclosed, reporting that 
* french man-of-war has visited Great Popo and Little Popo, and asked the natives to 
*Ccept a French Protectorate. 
D 2. The correspondence which has recently passed between Sir 8. Rowe and this 

Cpartment on the subject of an offer to cede Little Popo to Her Majesty’s Government 
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7. I found, on further considering this matter, that if I visited Little Popo and the 
Geng country it would be desirable that I should stay there for four or five days, or 
Somewhat longer, and that as the landing at Little Popo, which at the best is not very 
good, is much better than at Aghwey, on the east, or Porto Seguro, on the west, it 
Would be safer, as well as more convenient, that I should visit these places by passing 
along the inland waters, rather than by travelling in the ship and landing at sesh he: 

8. As the beach is particularly bad at this juncture, this seemed the only course 
Open, and the length of time I should need to be absent had its weight with me, but the 
Circumstance whieh really decided me to postpone my visit was the arrival of the 
Messenger from Ashanti, which I had the honour to report to your Lordship in my 
despatch of the 12th August. 

9. The information I received on the 10th made me still more anxious than before 

if T found it necessary to visit Little Popo) to leave Mr. Evans in charge here, but when 

received the information of the 12th I thought it fitting that I should myself not go 
away, even for a day, until the receipt of further news, 

, 10. I therefore asked the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto” if he would 
himself visit Little Popo and bring me back information as to the state of affairs there, 
and I addressed to him a letter on this subject, copy of which I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship. 

11. Commander Harston consented to do this, and I therefore addressed to him a 
further letter of instructions as to carrying out the duties which I wished him to under- 

e. Ihave the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of this letter. 

12. Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto” returned to this x on the afternoon of the 
15th instant, and the Commander forwarded to me a Report of his visit on the same 
€vening, and JT had a personal interview with him yesterday. I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship a copy of that Report. 

13. Commander Harston states that, so far as he could ather, there was no 
question of the establishment of a French Protectorate over Little Popo or Great Popo. 

14. At Little Popo he met with one of the Lawson family who resides at Great 
Popo. This man stated to Commander Harston that the French man-of-war that called 
at Great Popo did so at the request of the French traders there, on account of some 
Cases of theft. 

._ 15. The “ Alecto” visited Aghwey, and the Commander attempted to obtain an 
interview with the King of that place. The King, however, excused himself on the 
ground of ill-health, but Commander Harston gathered, from one of the coloured traders 
Staying at that place, that he (the trader) was of opinion that there was some movement 
at Aghwey which was likely to be prejudicial to British pen at that place. , 
2 ave, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


P.S.—I attach also a copy of the letter I addressed to the Senior Naval Officer on 
this subject. a 


essai eneentsllelilneadacis waitin iieksoe ease 
Inclosure 2 in No. 36. 


Governor Sir S. Rowe to Lieutenant- Commander Harston. 
Sir 


j Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 11, 1888, 
IN reference to a letter which I had the honour to address to you on the above 
Subject, I have the honour to inform you that I have received information respecting the 
affairs of Ashanti which makes me anxious not to leave this place until I have had an 
°pportunity of conferring with Assistant Secretary Evans, whose arrival, as you know, I 
€xpect in the “ Ekuro ” at any moment. 
2. The matter of any possible acceptance by the Chiefs and natives of Little Popo, 
vt by those in the neighbouring districts of Porto Seguro and Grand i of a Freneh 
totectorate is one of the greatest importance to the interests of this Co ony. 
,. % Her Majesty’s Government are well aware of this offer having been made from 
time to time to cede the country of Little Popo to Great Britain, but though, so far up 
the present time, Her Majesty’s Government has not thought it desirable to aecept 
S extension of the territory of the Gold Coast Colony, they have expressed the 
Most friendly sentiments towards the inhabitants of this place, and they have directed 
Me to assure the Chiefs of the interest Her Majesty takes in their welfare, 
[1691] O 
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4, I consider that the present state of affairs is such as to justify me in asking you 
to visit Little Popo at once, without further delay, and to bring to me news as to the 
state of affairs existing at these places. 

5. It may be that on your return I may find it necessary to ask you to at once go 
back again to Little Popo, and to convey me to that place in your ship. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 





Inclosure 3 in No. 36. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to Lieutenant-Commander Harston, 


Sir, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 11, 1883. 
IN a letter addressed to you this day I have informed you of the pressing necessity 


which exists for an official visit to the above places, and I have also alluded to circum- © 


stances which prevent my accompanying you in person, as I had hoped to be able to do, 
at any time within the last three days. 

I request you, on your arrival at Little Popo, to communicate at once with the 
Chiefs of that place. The Lawson family are old friends of the English Government, 
and the present hereditary Chief of Little Popo is the Government Interpreter at Sierra 
Leone, and although, with the exception of visits from time to time to Little Popo, he 


has been absent from that place since he was a lad, the Lawson family still recognize him 


as their paramount Chief, and they consult him in all matters of importance as being the 
person who has authority there. 

There is, however, an opposite faction there; one Pedroe Cudjoe represents, I am 
informed, the foreign element which is opposed to the extension of British influence. 


I have been informed that a French man-of-war has lately visited Little Popo, and — 
has pressed the Chiefs of Little Popo to accept a French Protectorate ; that after so _ 


doing she left Little Popo for Great Popo, and promised to return for an answer. 


I request you will be so good as to obtain for me full information on these points; 
that you will assure the Lawson family of the kind sentiments and the friendly intentions _ 


of Her Majesty Government towards them, as well as of the deep interest I take 
personally in their welfare. 
I request you will further say to them that had it not been for the local disturbances 


on the inland borders of the Colony, consequent on the disturbed state of Ashanti, I — 


should have long ere this have visited Little Popo. 
I request that you will add that, with the view of assuring them of the interest which 


Her Majesty takes in their welfare, Her Majesty has seen fit some few weeks ago | 
to appoint me to be her Consul for various parts of the West African Coast, and, amongst 


others, over that part of the coast which lies between the Gold Coast Colony and Lagos, 


in which Porto Seguro, Little Popo, and Great Popo are included; and that it — 
is my intention to come in person to assure them of this at the very first possible — 


opportunity. 
If opportunity permits you to visit Great Popo and Porto Seguro, I request 


you will do so, and to inform the Chiefs of these places of the interest Her Majesty — 


takes in them. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 
a a an, NE LIRR a ee ee 
Inclosure 4 in No. 36. 
Lieutenant-Commander Harston to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 
Sir “ Alecto,”’ at Accra, August 15, 1883. 


IN consequence of your representations and your request that 1 would forthwith — 


visit Little Popo and other places with a view to acquiring information concerning the 


state of affairs in those places since the recent visit of a French man-of-war, I have the ~ 
honour to report that I arrived at Little Popo on the 12th instant, and, so far as I could — 


learn from the Lawson family, with whom I there had an interview, and also from 


two English (coloured) traders in the place, the subject of a French Protectorate over the — 


country had not, to their knowledge, been mooted, and they informed me that they mush 
have heard of it if such had been the case, 
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There was one of the Lawsons from Great Popo present at the interview, and 


he stated that affairs were the same in that place ; also that the visit of the French man- 


ha there was at the request of the French traders, on account of some cases 
of theft. 
I made the Lawsons acquainted with the fact of Her Majesty haying lately 
“appointed your Excellency as Consul for their district and others, and of your regret at 
| ving hitherto been prevented from visiting them as you intended, and assured them of 
your purpose to do so at the earliest opportunity, They appeared anxious to know when 
at might expect you, and gave me the impression that an early date would be 
esirable. 
Hearing that the French man-of-war had visited Aghwey on the way from Great 
Popo to Little Popo, I proceeded to that place on the 14th instant, but was unable to gain 
any positive information as to the object of her visit. After sending, in reply to my 
Inquiry, to say he would receive me, and keeping me waiting an hour and a-half, the King 
iscovered that the state of his health would not permit of his granting me an interview, 
nd requested I would make any communication to the Chiefs, 
The Chiefs gave me to understand that they were entirely ignorant of what had 
taken place between the King and the French officers, though they admitted that an 
Mterview had taken place. Considering it is not the usual custom for the King to give 
an audience to foreign officers without, at any rate, some of the Chiefs being present, it 
is somewhat difficult to believe their statement, 
An English (coloured) trader from Little Popo, staying at Aghwey, and who has 
een some fifteen years in the country, accompanied me to the King’s house, and was 
Present during my interview with the Chiefs, He stated that he knew for a fact 
the King was in a bad state of health, and informed me he felt sure that some action 
inimical to British interests was brewing. — | 
Aghwey appears to have a larger native population than Little Popo, though there 
is not the same amount of trade carried on. The only French subjects in the place are 
two Roman Catholic priests in charge of the Mission, there being no French trader, 
The French man-of-war left Little Popo for Quittah, and I could hear nothing of any 
probability of her return. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK A. HARSTON, 


SS 


Inclosure 5 in No. 36. 
Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Senior Naval Officer. 


Sir, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 17, 1883, 

ON the 7th August I received certain information which made me particularly 
desirous of visiting the sea-board towns of the Geng country, and more especially that 
part of it better known to us as Little Popo and Grand Popo. 

, 2 As a consequence ‘of this I dispatched a special messenger oyerland to Pram 
Pram, to request the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” which was at that 
place, to return to Accra with all convenient dispatch, 

3. This messenger did not reach Pram Pram until two hours after the * Alecto” had 
Started for Accra. 

4. On the arrival of Lieutenant-Commander Harston at this place I explained to. 
‘him the circumstances of this matter, and requested him to remain at this place, with a 
View to conveying me to Little Popo immediately on the return of the “ Ekuro.” 

5, The “ Ekuro” was hourly expected to return here, and Mr. Evans, the Senior 
Assistant Colonial Secretary, was on board of her. I had many directions which I 
heeded to convey to him if possible before leaving this part of the Colony. 

6. The “ Ekuro” did not arrive here so soon as | expected, and in the meantime I 
Teceived news from Cape Coast of a serious nature as regarded the movements of the 
©pposing claimants for the rule of the Ashanti Kingdom. 

7. You are aware of how much importance to the trade of the Colony it is that 
Peace and order should prevail in the districts beyond the Prah, and you are also aware 

at on many occasions the protected territories have been invaded by the forces of the 
ing of Ashanti. 7 
. , 8. One of these messages contained a direct threat from Coffee Kalkalli, He 
informed me that the royal stool (so called “ golden”) of Coomassie might possibly be 
“arried into the Denkera country, and that if this were the case, the whole of Ashanti 
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in your ship on your return to this place, and that Iam prepared to make with them a 


Conditional Treaty binding them not to place their country under the protection of any 


Government without the full consent first obtained of Her Majesty the Queen of England 


_ and Empress of India. 


4. Should you find that the state of affairs is such as does not allow even of the 


_ delay necessary to communicate with me, I hereby empower you to act for me in this 
_ Matter, and to enter into a Treaty with the Chiefs of Little Popo not to place their 
_ Country under the protection of any foreign Government without having first obtained 


the consent of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen of England and Empress of India 
to their taking this action. | 

5. Should you find it necessary to make sucha Treaty, I sanction your making a 
present to the Chiefs of the place of the amount of 40/., and your informing them that I 
shall be prepared to consider on behalf of Her Majesty’s Government what further yearly 


allowance may be made to them. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


een 
Inclosure 8 in No. 36. 


Lieutenant-Commander Harston to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 
(Confidential.) 
Nir, “ Alecto,” at Accra, August 16, 1883 

WITH reference to my Report of yesterday’s date of my visit to Little Popo in 
Her Majesty’s ship under my command, made at your request in consequence of the 
intelligence you informed me you had received of the state of affairs there, I have the 

onour to state that, on the occasion of my interview with the members of the Lawson 
family on the 13th instant, I came to the conclusion that, taking into consideration the 
importance to the Gold Coast Colony of preventing any extension of foreign influence 
in those parts, it would be advisable for your Excellency to pay an early visit to Little 
Popo and other places in its neighbourhood, | 

The evident wish of the Lawsons for such a visit, and the fact of the French 
man-of-war having a had communication at Little Popo with the representative of 
the opposite faction, Pedroe Cudjoe, as well as the general bearing of the Chiefs at 
Aghwey, the next town, situated between Great and Little Popo, confirms me in this 
Opinion. 

. The English (coloured) trader, Mr. Rose, who had been staying for a month at 
Aghwey, and who has been a number of years in those parts, and appears to be a very 
intelligent man, informed me that he felt quite sure, from his own observations, that 
Some movement adverse to British interests was being agitated in Aghwey. 

I was also told by him that the influence of the Lawson family in Little Popo has 
of late become weaker, and consequently the party opposed to British interests and 
represented by Pedroe Cudjoe is stronger. 

I also wish to point out the fact of the Lawsons not having mentioned to me the 


visit of the French man-of-war to Aghwey, although the place lies between Great and 


Little Popo, being only 4 miles from the latter, and they therefore must have known 
Or it... 

The omission may possibly not have been intentional, but as they told me of her 
Visit to Great Popo and her intended route after leaving Little Popo, I cannot help 


_ placing some significance on it. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) FRANK A. HARSTON, 


a 


Inclosure 9 in No, 36. 


Governor Sir S. Rowe to Lieutenant-Commander Harston. 


(Confidential.) 
Sir, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 17, 1883. 
WITH reference to my Confidential letter to you on this subject dated the 
11th August, 1883, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the communication 
Jou addressed to me on the 16th instant. | 
[1091] P 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 40. 


Governor Sir S. Rowe to the Earl of Derby. 
(Confidential.) 
My Lord, Christiansborg Castle, Accra, August 28, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to herewith forward to your Lordship a copy of a letter I have 
just received (by same steamer which carries this despatch) from Mr. Stephen Beresford 
Rhodes, dated Little Popo, August 18, 1883. 

2 In this letter Mr. Rhodes informs me that since his interview with Lieutenant — 
Harston, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” he (Rhodes) has heard from good authority — 
that Little Popo has been handed over in private to the French Government, and that a 
similar occurrence has taken place at Ahgwey and Grand Popo. ‘ 

3. Your Lordship will see that Rhodes is not unreasonably anxious that hisname 
should not be known to the natives in this matter. | 


4. Lieutenant-Commander Harston informed me that when he visited Little Popo : i 


he found Rhodes to be an intelligent man. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) SAMUEL ROWE. 


P.S.—I regret that time does not permit me to send this information by telegraph. 
S. R. 





Inclosure 2 in No, 40. 
Mr. Rhodes to Governor Sir S. Rowe. 


ir, Little Popo, Western Africa, August 18, 1883. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that since my interview with 
Lieutenant Harston, R.N., at Ahgwey, commanding Her Majesty’s ship “ Alecto,” I have 
heard, from good authorities, that Little Popo has been handed over in private to the 
French gun-boat “ Voltigeur,” which visits this of late, by one Pedro Cujoe, he having 
mustered certain amounts of men in the night and got certain papers signed, wherein 
presents were made to him by the officers of the “ Voltigeur” of rum, &c.; the said — 
documents I am told are on their way to France for His Imperial Majesty’s approval,and 
by your Excellency’s immediate presence at this will make a great deal of difference 
with respect to the steps taken by Pedro Cujoe and the French; of course, the slightest 
delayance now will cause a great deal of harm to our Government, and only Heaven ~ 
knows what may be the French laws with us, as we are not liked by them in the trade 
here in any shape or form. 

Have also to state, for your Excellency’s information, that similar occurrences has 
taken place at Ahgwey and Grand Popo by the officers of the afore-mentioned ship. 
fully trust, also, that your Excellency will consider this as privacy, to prevent the natives — 
or any one knowing that this information is from me. 

‘The Lawsons are very much kept in the dark with respect to the cause (sic) taken 
by Pedro Cujoe, and I am sure they will feel extremely happy upon the arrival of your — 
Excellency. | 

Pedro Cujoe has for some time been flying the French ensign, together with another | 
native man named Itay Ajavon, a relative of his. | 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) STEPHEN BERESFORD RHODES. 


P.S. August 21.—Have had an interview with Pedro Cujoe to-day ; he is very much — 
afraid upon the steps he has taken, and wish to reconcile with the Lawsons provided 14 
can speak on his behalf to them, but have advised him to wait your Excellency’s arrival. — 
He is so much afraid re the ceding, and are quite ready to abide by any instructions 10 — 
which your Excellency may suggest. 

S. B. RB. 
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France, invited all the Chiefs, proposed to have a Treaty made between them and the 
French Government (he being the Consul), that the French Government will protect them 
from the invasion of any other European Powers, and no French firm trading in the 
Niger will interfere or establish a factory in the markets, &e. Of course, the latter is an 
allurement which the people, who are in great distress for their markets, which it is said 
are being taken by the English firm, cannot but yield to, consented; but the next day, 
when the Treaty was to be signed, after a night’s deliberation, no doubt, and the terms 
on which the Treaty was made or so, refused. Thus God in His mercy delivered the 
country from the French, else our many years’ work to preach the simple doctrine 
of salvation by Christ, and Him crucified, would have been supplanted by the doctrines of 
the Church of Rome. To His name alone be the praise, My former letters are still here. 
I shall inclose this in the same. With my very sincere respect, trusting you are 


(Signed) THOS. JOHNSON, 


‘ 


No. 53, 
Mr. Holt to Earl Granville.—(Received October 12.) 


My Lord, 26, Preeson’s Row, Liverpool, October 10, 1883. 

ABOUT a month ago I was astonished to receive a communication from the French 
Consul here to the effect that M. Challemel-Lacour had requested him to make known 
to me the reiterated desire of Commandant Masson, of Gaboon, to the Minister 
of Marine, for power to expel my agent, Mr. E. A. Ditehfield, from that Colony. 

I was given to understand that it was optional with me to remove Mr. Ditchfield in 
order to save his expulsion, and knowing the prejudice that an act of expulsion would 
create in the minds of subsequent Commandants should Mr. Ditchfield desire to live in 
that Colony hereafter, I replicd to the Consul that I would take steps to relieve 
Mr. Ditchfield of the charge of my interests in the Colony. 

The charges brought by Commander Masson against Mr, Ditchfield (to justify his 
request for permission to expel) were that he had been thrice convicted of importing 
contraband of war, that he had no respect for the law or authorities, and was constantly 
involved in the “palavers” brought before him (the Commandant), and that he 
threatened to obtain the aid of his Consul or Commodore to defend him. 

The French Consul did not furnish me with copies of the correspondence, but these 
constituted generally the charges against Mr. Ditchfield. 

In justification of Mr. Ditchfield, I beg to state, for your Lordship’s information, that 
with regard to the charge of importing contraband of war, the case is as follows :-— 

If there be any culpability, it is [ who am to blame in this matter. I have for years 
shipped percussion rifles with the rifling destroyed at the muzzle, and flint-lock rifles 
without any rifling destroyed. I have done what every other importer in Gaboon has 
done, and in entire ignorance of the contravention of the regulations made by a previous 
Commandant, who placed no such construction on their meaning as that devised by 
Commandant Masson. In every case the guns were passed by the Custom-house. No 
attempt was made to conceal anything, duty was paid on the guns, and the import was 
in every case made lawfully and openly. Myself and others were, however, compelled by 
Commandant Masson to export all rifled guns then in the Colony, the duty on which 
had been paid, and has not been, to m y knowledge, repaid me or others. Some 
guns arriving at this time by steamer Mr. Ditchfield would not land until expressly 
passed. by the Customs on board the steamer. They were duly examined, passed, and 
landed; when, after more careful examination in bond, they were found to be rifled. 
Mr. Ditchfield was not allowed to export them, action was taken against him, a heavy 
fine was imposed, and the guns were confiscated. The other acts of contraband referred 
to arms being found in possession of some of my employés, for which both they and 
Mr. Ditchfield were fined, the Commandant having issued an order regulating the use of 
fire-arms by both Europeans and their native employés. The effect of this order was to 
expose the people to the attacks of the inland natives (over whom the Commandant had 
no control whatever) without any sufficient means of defence, and the consequence has 
been that every merchant has suffered severely from the native piracies up the Gaboon 
tivers; without obtaining sympathy or redress from Commandant Masson. His 
predecessor burnt down our up-river property under the pretence of punishing the 
natives, whilst he has done his utmost to ruin our trade. When in the former case we 
applied to 01] French Government for redress, we were told our claim for compensation 
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My friend tells me that never in his experience had so large a gathering been 
assembled. The same statement was once again made by the Consul, and translated, in 
the presence of the Kings and Chiefs, to the people, and they were asked whether they 
would that the “ Queen should take their country.” | | 

One unanimous shout of “We will” was sent up, with every demonstration of 
enthusiasm, not a dissentient voice béing manifest. The people evidently looked upon 
the whole business as ratified by that plébiscite, and called upon the Consul to hoist the 
flag, as the “palaver” was settled and they were “ Queen’s men.” To this he, of 
course, replied that he had no power to do more than write and tell the Queen what they 
had said, and that she would talk over the matter with her head men,” and then decide 
how to act. | 

Such is a brief record of fact in connection with this very remarkable demonstration 
of a free people. _ 

It is in support of their prayer that I ask your sympathetic consideration, and 
take the liberty of offering a few observations bearing upon it. 

I am intimately acquainted with the Cameroons people in general, and with the 
two Kings and Chiefs in particular. Within the town of N dumbe, or King Bell, I 
resided for years, and was on terms of intimate friendship with him. Many a time has 
he expressed to me his wish that all Cameroons could become part of ‘“ English 
country,” so that settled law and order might exist, and the interior be opened up. 

King Bell is a fine specimen of an African native-—every inch a King in bearing— 
uniformly courteous and affable, as though mindful of the maxim “ Noblesse oblige.” 

There is no one who has been brought into contact with him but will confirm this 
description of him. 

Of the present King Acqua—a young man—lI can also speak very favourably. 

There are three tribes in Cameroons, known by the names of Bell, Acqua, and 
Dido, but all are known by the generic term of D . 

The authority of the river is divided between the two Kings, Bell and Acqua, the 
Dido people having only a Chief, and being tributary to Bell. 

The towns of Cameroons are by far the best in construction on the whole coast, 
and the Dualla people, physically and intellectually, are, in my opinion, in advance of 
any other native race, and are distinguished by their cleanly habits, 

About forty years since the Baptist Missionary Society commenced its labours 
amongst them, and of late years a very remarkable religious awakening has taken place 
amongst the people. The native superstitions have altogether lost their power, and are 
now simply subjects of ridicule. Conversions to Christianity are now increasingly 
numerous, all opposition and persecution having ceased. 

The work of past years is now being felt, and a most encouraging religious tone is 
prevalent. 

There is a native church presided over by and supporting its own pastor—a man 
in every way worthy of esteem. This church also contributes to the support of the 
general mission fund, 

At the Sunday services the two Kings are regular attendants, together with many 
of their head men. Very flourishing schools are maintained, and the future of the 
pene see no interference of an unfavourable character takes place—is most 

opeful. 

The physical characteristics of the country are more favourable to European life 
than in any Colony on the West Coast. At the mouth of the river the Great Cameroons 

ountain rises to a height of 13,720 feet, and connected with this, stretching inland due 
South and west, is a range of mountains of nearly, if not equal, height, all of which would 
be opened up in the event of the river becoming a British possession. 

On the Great Cameroons a most delightful climate can be obtained. The forest 
Comes to an end at a height of about 5,000 feet, and above that grassy plateaux with here 
and there small coppices take its place. At 8,000 feet anything Kuropean could be 
grown, and a sanitarium erected there would save much expense and many lives. 

Our Colonies on the Gold Coast and Lagos are but two days’ steaming from Ambas 

y, from which the ascent of the mountain would be made. | 
Captain R. F. Burton, in his work “Abbeokuta and the Cameroons Mountain,” 
testimony to the importance of it as a sanitarium, and I am able to add my own 
feeble testimony to his having spent a week upon its slopes some years since when 
making the ascent. 

Ten years since the French Government of the Gaboon (200 miles south of 

Tega at the nearest Colony of that Power. During the last year or two, 
109} 4 


